EEPOET 



OF THE 

SPECIAL COMMISSIONERS 



IRISH FISHERIES, 



1 8 0 7 . 



Ijrfseitto to irollj f ousts of farfitmmi bs Conroranit of "§a iSsytsls. 




DUBLIN: 

PRINTED BY ALEXANDER THOM, 87 & 88, ABBEY-STREET 

FOR HER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE. 

1868 . 

[Price 6 d.~\ 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




REPORT, 

APPENDIX, 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




REPORT. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY JAMES MABQUIS OE ABEECOKN, I.G., 

LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERN OE OF IRELAND. 



May it please your Excellency, 

We have the honour to submit to your Excellency, the Fifth Animal Report of this 
Commission, arranged under the following heads: — 

1. The General State of the Fisheries during the year, their Prospects, Funds, &c. 

2. Fixed Engines in tidal waters. 

3. Stone Weirs and Free Gaps. 

4. Fish Passes or Ladders. 

5. Mouths of Rivers and Estuaries. 

6. By-Laws. 

7. Close Seasons. 

8. Local Management. 

9. Legislation suggested. 



1. The General State of the Fisheries during the year , their Prospects, Funds , fyc. 

Though it must he admitted that the capture of fish in Ireland during the last year 
has been below the average, (as appears both from the railway returns and the Clerks 
report i given in the Appendices, we think that the deficiency is not to be considered 
SicativI of a decline in either the produce or value of the Salmon fisheries but may 
be "counted for by the very exceptional state of the weather and rivers during the 
fishing season This opinion, adopted from our own experience and observation, has 
been fonfirmed by the answers to 3ur usual inquiries addressed at the end of this year, 
not onlv t™he Clerks of the districts, but to the Conservators individually. During 
Ihe early and, Meed, until a very advanced period of the last season, the weather was, 
is wm be recollected, unusually cold and harsh-a state of things which is generally 
as wiu oe recollect , / enterM the rivers ; while m the spring of the year the 

heavy floods° preventing nets froi being tiled in the lower part of the tidal waters greatly 
fadhtatedth! escape of the first run salmon to the upper waters and at the same time 

no reasonto think that the number which 
at fVint limp ascended the rivers was, comparatively speaking, large. 

AAilTeather p“Xus to the assent of the fist, the heavy rains were succeeded by a 
iongiiontinue^drought, which reduced the 

In one place an experienced^ XStod Jt in consequence of 
after they had been so seen at the mouth ot tne river, sug 0 A 2 
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their inability to get up their own river (which was a tributary) they had, after a time, 
passed it and p mo tu In their M«m>s in getting up the principal stream. We mention 
this to show that «•> exceptional was the Mate < if the rivers last season that even the 
humbler classes of fishermen lVMirtnl to new theories to account for the deficiency of them. 

Another reason for tin* paucity of ILh taken during tlu: last fishing season one, too, 
of great importance upon a subject to which we have frequently adverted, viz., the over 
net fishing at the mouths of salmon river.- -may, perhaps, be found in the well- 
remembered drought of the season of I Met — the driest season which had been since the 
year 182t> ; for there is no doubt tint by the excessive fishing at the mouths of rivers for 
the very large part, of that season during which the fish were, unable at all to get up the 
rivers, an unusually large quantity of the breeding fish whose spawn might be expected 
to stock the ri\ei\s hist year and this was destroyed. 

Whilst, however, the quantity of fish observed in the rivers during the season was not 
large, we arc enabled to statu that after, and towards the close of, the fishing season, the 
heavy water in tin* rivers which continued for some time previous to the general spawning 
months, permitted the access of the. fish to the upper waters, and during the months of 
November and December, a number much larger than is usual in these months ascended 
the rivers ; and in the alter season the rivers were so abundantly supplied with breeding 
fish that we are hopeful that the dry season of last year will not produce any permanent 
injury to the fisheries, and we notice with pleasure that during the part of this season 
which has passed, if the fish in the Dublin market have not been more numerous than 
usual, the proportion of large fish to he seen is much greater, and the fact of many of 
them having come from Limerick, is strongly corroborative of the statement of the 
fisherman mentioned in our last report, that the size of fish taken above the tidal waters 
of the Shannon is increasing. 

Since writing the. above, we have received from the Clerk of the Conservators of the 
Limerick district, his report to flic Board for the. past season, and we are glad to avail 
ourselves of the opportunity of referring to that report, which as one coming from a 
gentleman of long experience, in the largest and most important district in Ireland, is 
entitled to the greatest attention, particularly when grounded, as it is, upon apparently 
very great personal observation, and the reports of his water-bailiffs in different parts of 
the district. 

His remarks upon the last season coincide in so many respects with what we have 
above submitted to your Excellency, that we think it is right to give them in his own 
words. He says : — 

'* Our knowledge of the habits of the salmon, ami of the influences that affect or govoru tlieir migration, is still 
too limited to enable us to account satisfactorily for the disappointment of those sanguine, ami by mi means 
unreasonable, expectations which were very generally indulged at the commencement of the open season. Several 
years of the most careful protection, and a succession of universally favourahlo spawning seasons, were sufficient 
to justify predictions very different from those which it was found at the close of the season had been 

verified.” 

“My experience induces me to ascribe the unproductiveness of the past season chiefly, if not altogether, to the 
prevalence during the spring and early part of the summer of a degree of cold not often experienced at such 
periods. The winter of 180(5-7 was remarkable for severe and long-continued frost, which, setting in imme- 
diately after a heavy fall of snow, so hardened the latter as to keep it for some months from melting. After a 
short intermission we were again visited with severe frost during portions of the mouths of February and March, 
and I find, from n record kept by one of the water-bailiffs, that from the 27th February to 20ih April, a period 
of more than seven weeks, a very harsh easterly wind was blowing. This wind is notoriously unfavourable to 
the capture of salmon in this district, either by net or rod, and has always been known to retard the approach of 
such fish to the rivers. The month of May, too, was remarkably uncongenial, from the frequent recurrence of 
heavy showers of sleet and bail, and even throughout the month of June a very sensible degree <d cold was 
occasionally experienced ; and I think it will always he found most when the water is unusually cold, us from 
the causes enumerated it certainly was during the spring and early in the summer of last year, the supply of 
the salmon during the open season will ho diminished, as the upward migration of the fish will he delayed beyond 
the usual period.” 

“The fact which I am happy to be able to record — that the supply of breeding fish during the past spawning 
season was unprecedentedly large — must bo regarded as strong evidence in favour of this theory. Ilad 
not a large upward migration of salmon taken place last autumn, the stock of spawning fish, judging from the 
supply during the open season, must have proved seriously deficient. As, however, the breeding stock was 
more than ordinarily abundant, and as it certainly was not collected during the open season, it is clear that a 
larger run of salmon must have taken place at a later period. As the only cause to which this late migration can 
reasonably be attributed, is of an exceptional character, we are justified in regarding the comparative unproduc- 
tiveness of the past fishing season as exceptional also, anil in indulging expectations of a sanguine character 
respecting tin* future.” 

Speaking of the spawning season, he says : — 

“ The only complaints which I received were, that in some places the breeding stock was too largo, and that 
the beds were turned up several times in succession by different shoals of fish. Considering the small proportion 
which the spawning ground of even our best breeding rivers bears to their entire area, I have no doubt that an 
over-supply of breeders proves injurious, because the earlier deposited spawn is liable to be rooted up, and only 
that which’ is latest deposited is likely to prove productive.” 
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The interest in the fisheries, as shown by the amount of licence duties, is still on the 
increase. Last year we referred to a progressive increase in the sums paid for licence 
—these having then produced the largest sum before that time realized by them, ana tins 
year they have exceeded that by a further sum of about £218, of which £164 has been in 
the Limerick district. This has been principally the result of the increase of drift nets in 
the river Shannon, the number of which (93) in the last year was nearly double the numDer 
(471 in the preceding year. These engines, used by the humbler class of fishermen in tl 
lower part of the river, were, until after the abolition of fixed engines, unknown m 
that river. Notwithstanding, however, this increase, the funds realized by the licence 
duties are not, nor with the present scale are they likely to be, nearly adequate to permit 
the proper remuneration of bailiffs for the protection of the rivers, and pay the other 
expenses incident to the advancement and preservation of the fisheries; and were it 
not for the sums expended by the owners of the principal fisheries of some of the rivers, 
the stock of the rivers could not be kept up. 



2. Fixed Engines in Tidal Waters. 

The few of these which remained to be inquired into at the time of the last Report of 
the Commissioners, with one or two since sent back to us for further inquiry, have been 
disposed of In some of them appeals are pending which will probably be decided, during 
the P next term Of the decisions made during the year upon appeals from inquiries held 
belrellfcommissioners, one only requires W W 

otherwise made upon very important questions connected with the fisheries. 

° The way'hi which meaWeLnt existences is to be made for the purpose^ of he 
Flaherv Acts though collaterally raised in more than one case, has not under tne 
proceedings of the Commission required a decision, until .the cast s of a ba f;” et 
L bay, near the headland of 

Palmerston, was broug «t situated withi three miles of the 
exclusively upon C 1 . fined bv the Commissioners, for if it was, it was illegal 

mouth of the. river Bunduff, t 7 e Act of 1863 The net was situate at one end 

by the provisions of the 8 “f ” h °* ^ ; and it was admitted that, measuring 

and the mouth of the rive mouth of t he river, the net was within three miles 

by a direct }“? wa h s c "nt eI idS on behalf of the defendant that instead of adopt- 
of the mouth, but it was co shore, the measuremen t 

ing that, inasmuch as salmon is a shore rou f d the c ; rcle of the bay. The 

should be made by some i li e ecisio ns made as to the measurement of distances 

Commissioners by analogy to the . . should be made by the direct 

on lands for other legal purposes, decided th^tt iihou ^ ^ ^7 % ^ M , 

line and condemned the n . Th d H unanimously upheld the decisions of the 
argument and a careful hean ^ distance UI1 der statutes should be measured by 

Commissioners, stating that m ail . . i t i, v t ^ e Act. By this decision the 

the direct line unless some other isg ? ners in Hodder’s case referred to in the last 

correctness of the decision of the ^ iVen a certificate to the owner, upon being 

report was upheld, they three mii eg film the defined mouth of the river, measuring 
satisfied that the net.- was 3e J^d t ^ could swial) excluding thereby intervening 

tadts"r g r Setr the purposes with reference to which the measurement 

equally 

of rivers for stake nets, and the hi inquired into— viz., that of Synan M'Auliffe 

One of the earliest weirs on the Sha ? late l y brought before the Court of 

(being No. 96 in the hrst ApP™ ) stake weir situated in the county of 

Queen’s Bench in an unprecedented (T- A f p ar ii amen t a summons was 

Clare, and according to the. requirements rf ^taAct ot^ given t b ere was 

issued to inquire into its legality in tl J inquiry was adjourned to a meeting 

not sufficient ; and, at the request of th > own^toe i nq ^ ^ ^ ^ At the tot her 
to be held by the Commissioners in the cy L m ^ ^ ^ omer . but no t sufficient to 
inquiry some additional evidence was | ■ was made by them for the abatement of the 

satisfy the then Commissioners, j The order, however, it appears from that 

weir, against which the owner did not app . • 4 of this year (nearly four yeais 

^appl"tL made to the Court of Queen’s Bench for a ***, 
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to bring up that order and have it quashed, on the ground that though in it the ease was 
stated to have been heard in Clare, yet the Commissioners had no jurisdiction to sign it 
in the county of Limerick, and that the consent to try it there was, in fact, a nullity. The 
8 & 9 Vic., c. 108, s. 22, provides that no order, decision, A-e., of the Commissioners 
shall he removed by certiorari or otherwise into the Court of Queen’s Pencil ; and the Act 
of 1803, sec. 40, provides, “nor shall any proceedings before them (i. e., the Special 
Commissioners) be removable by certiorari or other writ of a like nature but in no part 
of ilie Fishery Acts is it required, in terms that the order, i&e., should be signed in the 
county where the case is tried, and if an order such as this requires signature in the 
county where the weir is situated, it might be contended that other orders, viz , for 
close seasons, bye-laws, warrants, and formal documents equally require it, a matter so 
practically inconvenient in its results as to require that such a construction should not 
be given to the statute unless the Court is coerced to do so. When the case was opened 
on the part of the owner, tile Court, seemed not disposed to yield to the motion, but 
afterwards affidavits were made to endeavour to show that the case was similar to some 
which liad been decided upon appeal in favour of owners, with the view of getting ilie 
order of the Commissioners set aside by the Court and a new trial ordered, inasmuch as 
the owner liad not appealed in consequence of his mistaking the law. 

The Act of Parliament, however, (*.<?., the Act of 1863) s. 14, provides only one way for 
setting aside the order of the Commissioners, viz., by appeal, the application for which 
must be made to the Commissioners with certain prescribed formalities, “ in writing 
seven days after the delivery of the decision and not afterwards .” In that respect the 
jurisdiction of the Court is simply statutory, and it is difficult to sec how it can 
in any other way, except that prescribed by the statute, interfere with an order of the 
Commissioners; or when, as in this case, the time pointed out by the statute has lapsed, 
if the order be formally correct. As no one appeared to oppose the application for the 
certiorari upon the second hearing, the Court granted the Order upon the technical 
ground only, for the purpose of having the point argued. 

In the course of the inquiries under this Commission, a question has frequently 
been raised as to the effect of a conveyance of a several fishery by the Landed Estates 
Court, but never under such circumstances as to require a decision from the superior 
Court, and though this question has not yet been actually decided, the case of Gore u. 
MT)ermott, which was during this year brought before the Court of Common Pleas, led 
to so minute a consideration of tlic law on this subject, that it may be almost taken as a 
decision of that very important question. 

It was an action of trespass, and the defendant claimed the fishing in one-half of the 
part of the river Moy, opposite the lands of C. under a fee-farm grant by which that 
part of the river was conveyed to him by the owner in fee. The plaintiff claimed under 
a lease made by the representative of the grantor in the fee-farm grant of the right and 
advantage, iu.," of the several fishery in the river Moy within the limits of the same lands, 
“as fully as the said lessor had -power to demise the same.” The interest of the lessor in 
the last lease was sold in the Landed Estates Court, and the Conveyance by the .fudge, 
after reciting the fee-farm grant to defendant, conveyed the fee-farm rent, “and all the 
“ estate of the grantor under said deed, and the right of fishing in the river Moy within 
“the bounds of said lands of C.” to the plaintiff and the question raised was whether the 
several fishery in the part of the Moy opposite to said lands of C. passed to the plaintiff 
under the Landed Estates Court Conveyance. It was held by the Court, that, under the 
circumstances stated according to the true construction of the deed, nothing passed by it 
except what the lessor whose estate was sold had at the time of the sale, viz., the fee-farm 
rent, and gave judgment for defendant. The general question, however, was much 
argued, in consequence of which the Judges of the Landed Estates Court were commu- 
nicated with, and the Chief Justice Monahan, in giving judgment, says— 

“ It was argued that a grant cannot be made by the Landed Estates Court of an incorporeal hereditament, 
which did not exist at the time 

“ Now by tlie 1st section of the Act, the term ‘land’ is declared to mean any hereditament, corporeal or incor- 
poreal whatever, held by lease or otherwise. There can be no doubt that a fishery, whether several or free, 
comes within this definition and speaking of the ."7th section of the Act, by which the powers of investigating 
titie, >fce., is given to the Landed Estates Court, he says, I do not think there is anything' in that section of the 
Act confining their powers to landed property, as contradistinguished from incorporeal timers. 

“The Gist section *avs — Every such conveyance purporting to pa- . an cat.il*' in fee-simple, shall be effectual 
to pass the fee-simple and inheritance of the land.” .... *• If any defined piece of land is 

conveyed, the fee and inheritance will pass, though, in fact, it did not belong to the alleged owner, hut was the 
property of some third person. When the conveyance is in fee-simple, I see no distinction between a corporeal 
and an incorporeal hereditament.” 

“We have come to the conclusion that, however hard it may be ou Mr. O’Grady, . 
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if we find the conveyance by Judge Hargreave purported to convey a several fishery it must he 
effectual for that purpose, and therefore the real and only question is what is the true cons , 9 

conveyance ? Does it purport to convey a several fishery in the part of the river Moy particular y 
If it does, we are of opinion he is entitled to have it.” .... 

Amongst the decisions, however, which have been made during the year, f^ere ls 
none perhaps which has attracted more attention or which is more important, whether 
considered with reference to the fishery laws or to its results as regards the proceedings 
of this Commission than one made in the Court of Queen’s Bench, winch has been tne 
subject of observation in the report of the Clerk of the Limerick district to whicn we 
have already referred. The case to which we allude is that of Stewart v. Cubitt, wmc i 
came before the Court upon a case stated by way of appeal from a decision of t e 
magistrates at Ballycastle Petty Sessions. , , , 

In our report of last year, we referred to this case as one in which a conviction ha 
been obtained against a gentleman for fishing in the Ballycastle district. We referred to 
it then as one of “half-net” fishing, hut though it was not we find, m strictness a case ol 
that description, it may be looked on as ruling in a great measure the legality of that 
mode of fishing. At the time of the last report an appeal from that decision was pending 
before the Court of Queen's Bench and it has since been heard, and the decision of the 
Court will so largely influence the fishery interests that we think it right to call your 

Excellency’s attention to it particularly. . 

The defendant was summoned for having m June, 1866, placed a fixed net m the t 
waters The net as stated in the case “was fished at the pier of Ballycastle and was a 
draft net in a boat,” the end of the warp of the net next the shore was fastened round a rock 
near the shore, and there was a buoy out from the pier fastened to an anchor the boat 
was rowed to the buoy, and the buoy was taken into it, the bight of the net was then hauled 
tight out to the buoy, and the net was left fixed one end to the shore and the other to 
the anchored buoy. The buoy was then taken on board the boat and so kept m it for 
an hour and a half, during which time the net was stationary; one end being fixed to the 
rock, and the other to the buoy in the boat which was fastened to moorings. There was 
a rope to the sea end of the net, the end of which reached to and lay upon the shore and at 
the end of the hour and a half the sea end of the net was hauled m, and the whole net drawn 
on Tore by persons there for the purpose. It was not a bag.net, but was sometimes left 
out a whole night. It was then proved that this mode of fishing was the same as that m 
use at The sarnf place before the year 1834, when Mr. Hector began to fish with bag nets, 
and it was found that this net was not a fixed net used m the open season of 1862. 
Bag-nete were introduced in 1834, and were used in the fishery until they were condemned 
by the Commissioners in the year 1864, and before 1834 the mode of catching salmon in 

the bav of Ballycastle was the same as that complained ot. , .. 

Udot the appeal the Court decided unanimously, in unison with the decision of the 

magnates anil with a decision in the Court of Queen’s Bench m England, that this net . 
was a fixed net within the meaning of the Fishery Acts. „. . . 

■ Being a fixed net, in order to make it legal \t is required by 26 A 27 Vie., c. 114, s. 4, 
that it should have been “legally erected for catching salmon or trout during the open 

roTSTse^’andasitwa 

above section admitted y evidence and the second question submitted to 

fisheries, the magistrate J w h e ther the’ magistrates were right in rejecting that 

evidence 1 though we "believe that that question was scarcely argued by the appellants’ 
rutr- fc O’Brien and George, held that the evidence was material, and 

°“lt t Lo" e ds e upo r n < 'which this decision was made are more important than even the 
decision itself. Mr. Justice George, in giving judgment, says .— 

, „ . , r o,- „ wmilar net was tlie same as was in use at tbe same place 

“It was proved that this mode of ^S J , Eector w an to fish with bag-nets. Bag-nets were proved 
before the year 1334, at which time a p ^ sam f place till they were condemned by the Fishery 

the mode of catching saW in Ballycastle was the same an that 

now complained of. ******* 

* * * , . TTp 1m q restored his mode of fishing to the old mode, which 

“The appellant has not contained tense » .bag- t tack t0 what was then a legitimate mode of 

according to the case, was in use in ioo*, a 

fishing. 
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“The effect of the 2G & 27 Vic.., c. 1 14, is to prohibit totally the motif tfjithing by bay-nets, hut the 4th section 
does not prohibit fixed nets, provided they were used in 1802. And although the identical stakes and ropes used 
in I860 woro not erected in 18(52, probably the same fishing in the same place was carried on in 1802 by a bag- 
net. 

“ That being then an illegal fixed net , had to bo discontinued, but there is nothing in the Act to prevent fishing 
by legal fixed nets, provided they were in existence in 18(52. I am therefore of opinion that the mode of fishing 
by net used by the appellant on tho 25th Juno, 1 S6G, was legal in a several fishery, and had been enjoyed in 
18G2, and that, therefore, tho evidence tendered by the appellant, to show that tho loots in quo was the several 
fishery of Mr. Alexander Boyd was material, and ought to have been received by the Justices. The Act does not 
abolish the right of fishing. It only prohibits a certain mode, and gives the right to be continued under another 
form — the ordinary Jured nets— provided some fixed net of any kind was used in the same fishery and in the same 
place in 1862. 

* * * #**####*# 

“ In this jndgmont Mr. Justice O’Brien concurred, saying, that the weir was used for the purpose of a hag-net 
in 1862, and legally used too — it being found desirable to abolish bag-nets, and to prevent the erection of them in 
future the Act of 18G3 was passed, and then the hag-net was removed, and converted into another description of 
net that is strictly legal within tho meaning of the Act. 

“ Mr. Justice Fitzgerald did not agree with the result, or the means by which it was arrived at, and did not 
concur in the judgment of the Court.” 

The importance of this decision, as well as its effects, is shewn by the fact reported to 
us that no less than five weirs have already been set up in the Shannon on the faith of it. 
It was not the decision of a fall Court, nor an unanimous decision, and both Judges 
appear to have based their decision upon the supposition that since the Act of 1863 hag- 
nets arc illegal, and that the Act was passed to prevent the erection of them in future. 
They arc prohibited within estuaries and within certain distances of the mouths of rivers, 
and the case does not state this net to have been within that distance, or show the grounds 
on which it was condemned by the Commissioners. One of the weirs so set up in the 
Shannon a (stake net), has been brought before the magistrates by summons to inflict a 
penalty for setting it up, and they, guided by the decision of the above case, dismissed 
the complaint. From that decision an appeal is now pending in the Court of Queen’s 
Bench which will call for the express decision of the Court on the question, one on 
which we hope that the public will have the benefit of the opinion of the full Court. 
If it be in unison with the opinions above expressed by the two Judges, it will be a 
question for the consideration of the Government how far it should be provided for by 
declaratory legislation. 

Besides these cases relating to fixed engines, the case of Murphy v. Ryan, lately 
decided in the Court of Common Pleas, requires some observations as a decision upon a 
question not hitherto decided, viz., the right of the public, by usage alone, to establish a 
right, to fish in fresh water rivers, though navigable. 

The case arose from a right insisted on by the cot fishermen to fish in the fresh waters 
of the River Barrow. It was an action brought by a riparian proprietor of part of that 
river against one of the fishermen for fishing opposite to the lands, and the question arose 
upon the defence, which stated that the Barrow was a royal river, into which the sea 
ebbs and flows, and that from time immemorial — “ throughout a great part of it. above 
and below where the sea ebbs and flows, a common and public navigable river, in which 
every subject had ‘the liberty and privilege of fishing,’ and justified the trespass as a 
subject of the realm for the purpose of so fishing.” On behalf of the plaintiff it was said 
that no such right of fishing as that stated can belong to or be acquired by the public in 
an inland river above the point at which the tide ebbs and flows ; and after a very long 
argument of this question, the unanimous judgment of the Court was clearly given by 
Mr. Justice O’Hagan, from which, as fully illustrating the reasons for the decision at 
which the Court arrived, we give a few extracts. He says : — 

“We have to ileal with the ease of a public navigable river, in which there has been, according to immemo- 
rial usage, the exercise of the liberty and privilege of fishing by the public at a place above and beyond the 
point at which the sea ceases to ebb and flow; and the question to bo decided is, — whether in such a place, 
though the river lie navigable for the purposes of communication, and in that sense may properly be called a 
navigable river, the public can legally assert a right of fishing, that right haring been practically enjoyed from 
time immemorial. It is insisted tiiat above the point of the tidal flux and reflux, the bed and soil of a river are 
vested in the riparian proprietors, those on either bank possessing it, usque ad medium jfihrn aquae ; and that 
this is not the less because it is navigable for commercial and other purposes, anil that above the flux and 
reflux of the tide the right of fishing is private and exclusive, and cannot leg-ally he claimed by the public, 
even though they have been allowed the immemorial use of it. 

“ We are of opinion that the latter proposition, which is that of tho plaintiff, has been sufficiently sustained 
by authority and argument. 

“According to the well-established principles of the Common Law, the proprietors on either side of a river 
are presumed to he possessed of the bed and soil of itmoietively, to an imaginary line in the middle, constituting 
their legal boundary ; and, being so possessed, have an exclusive right to the fishery and tho water which 
flows above their respective territories, though the law may secure to the community tho right of navigation 
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forbidden to obstruct. According 



upon the surface of that water as a public highway which individuals " T~ , . 

to our ancient system the public had not a right to fish in all waters, even if continually running, but only in 
those publici juris, as being in the sea, or an arm or estuary of it, or m a uublio navigable river. Ihe t 



question before us is, whether a navigable river, for the purposes of the common and public right of fi^ing. rnay 
be merely a river capable of navigation by ships or boats, or must be a tidal river in which the sea eDDS anc 
flows 1 I shall refer briefly to the authorities. . , . , 

« Upon a full consideration of all the cases, it will, I think, appear that no river has been ever held 
navigable so as to vest in the Crown its bed and soil, and in the public the right of fishing, " 

has been used as a general highway for the purpose of navigation, and that beyond the point to which we sea 
ebbs and flows, even in a river so used for public purposes, tiw soil is pnonct facie in^tbe riparian owners, am 

th “I*hMLetar|uea tWl because the river in question here is Ascribed in the defence not only as a pnMio 
navigable river, but as a royal public navigable river, and must upon the demurrer be admitted to be properly 
so described, the soil of it and tbe right of flaking must be considered to vest m Ik. > Cmw .and he pub lic 

resnectivelv ' * The designation ‘royal’ does not more than the description navigable neoessaruy 

indicate a river of which tbe flsliing is in the public, because the soil is in the King. The argument for the 
defen dent, founded on the allegation that in the cases ■ navigable ' and 'tidal ' are identical and interehangeai^ 
terms ' has derived plausibility mainly from the fact that in several of the oases rivers in -which the fishery was 
certainly publici juris, have bleu simply called ■ navigable ’ rivers, without speciAc reference to the flowing of 
the sea ; but it will be found that the word has a popular, and also a legal and technical meamng and that 
whilst the former would be satisfied by tbe existence of a public right of transit on tlie surface of the 
stream, the latter involves tbe assumption i he Jhmim »ir*M «™, SWhtah Sf plained 

the general ri-ht exist. I adopt the statement of Chancellor Kent (Comment. III. 412) which is fully 
£ rSS««“ In the common law cense of the term fteso only were deemed navigable rivers » which 

^ “ On 6 theM^’ronnds wm^tkink that the defence has failed to state any valid claim to a right of Ashing in the 
f":i; n(r ; n this resoect it fails altogether. For although it relies on an immemorial usage that 
SvmfsnSjeeS l.. cl™. .Edl“th. pLilege of Ashing in® the Barrow, and although th,_ex.stenee 
of such a usage n 



every subject of the Grown should have the- privilege of fishing 1 .. --- - . . natom 

" ’ J must be taken to be admitted on the pleadings, this amounts at most to the allegation of a custom 

should have profit a prendre in the soil, which, according to our view, is private propriety, and 
not the property of tlie Crown. It is quite s 



that tlie public should have profit d prendre in the soil, which, according to our V1 ®^» 18 F 1VI 
not the property of the Crown. It is quite settled that such a custom cannot legally subsist. 

No usa-e can establish a right to take a profit in another's soil, which might involve tke # destruction of his 

«f — - » “ T°‘ mst f° “* okim 

of tlie V right in the public to fish in a river, the soil of which is notymlAo June, but private property. 



3. Stone Weirs and Gaps. 

Since our last report we have concluded our inquiries into stone weirs and gaps, and 

ha The”gap fhSTismore riv “whichwas one of the first with wlfieh the Commissioners 
dedt has during the last year been made the sub ect of two summonses before the 
mmr krates Oue° of those cases raising a question of fact whether certain iron bars across 
Soot of the wap were or not an obstruction, under the circumstances would appear to 
tnenoor oi me 0 U , b ; ect f or the decision of the magistrates, but to 

be properly cogn ^ J decision thereon, we think it right to call your 

with the sections of ’the.statutes relating to them 
The 5 & 6 Vic , c. 114, s. 41, provides for making gaps m weirs, and lays down the 
i v, kliieV, the site bottom , direction of the sides and breadth of the gap are to be 
S eL bv which the breadth of the river is to be measured for the purpose of ascertain. 

^ tv, ridth ofthe cap and enacts that in case of dispute relative to those matters “the 
mg the ■ by “ he Commissioners;” and the 59th section makes it compulsory 
orrthe owner “ to make theW (ie the gap) “conformable to the provtstons of the Act, 

or to the orders and r‘d ^ a ‘‘ ""^nmiSmrers by that and the subsequent Fishery Acts, 
Th L PO t ri 6 V £ lr vie c U4 :”»sfeLd to us, and all the Fishery Acts" are by 

ru e ses J in each of them required to of ft«ic 

In the month J^^VsLners under the firk statute to change and fii the site 
W orks, the p°' ,er of , t [ consideration and adjudication of the Court of Queen’s 
^eimh, aP n^the°C^ef U Justice 1 lji 0 givmg judgment, L reference to the sections above 
stated, bays : 

g . +„ iiwx weir vuhlie notice was given , and a meeting of all the • parties 
“Disputes having arisen _ f " Ce t ° , after adjournment and deliberation quite sufficient to satisfy 

between whom the deputes existed took p S Z m easm-e, the parties having the fullest opportunity of laying 
us that the determination oom. to « ^not a has^m»>»i £ „ adjudication which was literally not merely 
before this tribunal all the oiroumstance. of tl e . f. . a nt ( n „ m . an i therefore rnclnme upon the 
a determination hut • • • ’ . ; ml5or tant that there should be a tribunal so perfectly fitted to 

parties, ■ • • * . , •• n ,,<i to be a mediator between the conflicting parties,. • * * 

irestfby totSstowhh and when they mate their adjudication that it should be bold 
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co ndiuive at to the circumstances and nature of the recitals t contained in it \ think they 

would have fallen short of their duty, ami greatly mocked the duty inipiwed on them, if they had rested content 
simply with tko declaration that the gap was not in conformity with the Act' 1 

Similar sentiments were pronounced by ever)* member of the Court. 

The statute under which this Commission was appointed, was passed about two years 
after. that decision, and so far from the 5 & 0 Vic., c. 10(5, being repealed by it, it is 
required “ that so far as is consistent with the laws thereof it shall be construed wit h the 
Salmon Fishery Acts.” By the 9th section, it is required that “in every fishery weir 
there shall be a free gap or opening, according to the regulations following.” It then, 
as to site, direction of sides, bottom of the gap, and width of it, repeats almost verbatim 
the words of the 5 & 6 Vie., c. 106, s. 41, (which we have stated), and by the 12th 
section “if a legal free gap is not made in a weir within twelve month’s after the 
passing of the Act, the owner is made liable to a penalty of not less than £5 a day.” 

By the 7th section of this statute, a duty is east upon the Commissioners subject to 
the appeal provided by the statute “to inquire into the legality of all fishing weirs 
throughout Ireland,” and to remove such as were illegal; but if on such inquiry the 
weir appeared to be illegal only by reason of it not having a free gap, the Commissioners 
were prevented from removing such weir, “ if an undertaking to their satisfaction was 
given ” to make a legal free gap “ within a time to be prescribed by the Commissioners, 
and a free gap was made accordingly ,” thus making their decision as"to the legality of the 
free gap, and the making of it preliminary to their deciding the question of the legality 
of the weir, and making their adjudication upon the one as well as the other, accordin'* - 
to the words of the Chief Justice, as it would appear, a perfect judgment conclusive on 
the parties. In former reports attention was called to the great difficulty of practically 
carrying out the requirements of this section of the Act, which render it in fact necessary 
that the Commissioners should have this power. For to use the words of Mr. Justice 
O’Brien in the case referred to, “ What would be the result of any other construction ? 
The Commissioners declare that the gap is not legal, the owner is sued for penalties, 
the proprietor may. shift the gap, and the Commissioners may then say the gap, and 
therefore, the weir is illegal.” The owner would then say “What am I to do?” and the 
Commissioners would have to say “We cannot tell you.” 

Adopting the view of Mr. Justice Hayes, “that the Commissioners arc formed into a 
tribunal for deciding and determining , from time to time, all disputes as they arise, relative 
to the construction , width , and preservation of free gups, between the owners of fisheries on 
the one hand, and the persons who may be interested in the fishing of the river on the 
other one of the first duties which the Special Commissioners undertook was that of 
fixing the site and construction of free gaps, so as to enable the owners to construct them 
within the twelve months allowed by the statute; and among the first with which 
that course was taken was the weir of the Duke of Devonshire at Lismore, to certain 
proceedings with respect to which we now call your Excellency’s attention, as illustrative 
of the. provisions of the statute which we have stated. 

Notice of the meeting for the purpose of fixing the gap was extensively published in 
the newspapers and by handbills. The meeting was numerously attended by conservators 
and parties interested in the fishing of the river. Several witnesses were examined and 
cross-examined on oath, suggestions were taken from everyone who pleased to make them, 
and the question being one of considerable difficulty, was fully canvassed in the presence 
of all parties, and of their counsel and solicitors. The meeting lasted for the greater part 
of the day and after it was over, the Commissioners weut in company with the Duke’s 
agent and the leading conservators to the weir, and after careful consideration of the 
evidence, assisted by their own observation for the purpose, they fixed the site and 
construction of the gap, and had the plan of it prepared by their engineer. After it 
was approved of by the Commissioners, tracings of it were sent to the Dukes agent 
and to the Clerk of the Conservators, and it was authorized to be made. ‘When it 
was nearly completed, a flood swept it all away, with a part of the weir, causing 
not only delay in its completion, but great additional expense to the Duke. Shortly 
after it was completed, a complaint was made by some of the leading conservators, 
that the gap teas not made according to the plan ; in consequence of which a meeting, 
after notice to the parties, was held at Lismore, which was attended by the leading 
conservators, including the gentlemen who were examined before the magistrates, 
as hereinafter stated, and after a careful hearing and inquiry, it was ’admitted that the 
gap was according to the plan, and an inspection showed that it was executed with 
great care, of cut stone, as in fact wa3 necessary to insure its standing. It is scarcely 
necessary to state that upon the lower side of every weir, more particularly in such a 
river as the Blackwater, with a gravelly bed, the water wears away a deep hole, and 
it was suggested upon that occasion, by one or two of the upper water Conservators, 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




FOR IRISH FISHERIES. 



. ] 1 



that the bottom of the hole at foot of the gap, should be taken as the natural bed of the 
river, and that the bottom of the gap should be as low as that, a proposition so glaringly 
unjust, as to meet only very partially with support among those assembled, and the 
meeting terminated with the feeling that the Duke had fully carried out the plan o e 
Commissioners. , 

In the month of October' last, the gentlemen who took such a prominent part 
respecting this weir, applied to us to send down our engineer to examine it, having 
previously summoned His Grace before the magistrates, under the 12th section o . e 
Act of 1863, for having the bottom of the gap higher than the natural bed of the river, 
above and below the gap. That summons was heard at the Lismore Petty Sessions, on 
the 14th day of 'December last, before two stipendiary magistrates, Messrs. Ryan and 
Redmond, upon which occasion one -of the Conservators, one of the parties prosecuting, 
and the engineer of the Commissioners who had prepared the plans, were examined ; and 
the evidence given by them forcibly illustrates the hardship which would arise from the 
decision of the Commissioners not being held conclusive, and that -without at al 
considering the question as to the correctness of the view taken by the Commissioners 
in fixing the gap. It was proved by the prosecutors’ engineer that the relative level 
of the floor of the gap and bed of the river were substantially the same as they 
had been in the season of 1865 (the time when the inquiry was held), and that it was 
unchanged since then. Mr. Gray,, the Commissioner’s engineer, proved that m June, 
1864 he made surveys and measurements for the Commissioners before, they fixed the 
o-ap, and he proved the plan of the gap made by him and the Commissioners order 
fixino- it : he proved the examination of it in November last, ‘and that on that occasion 
he found the weir and gap in exact accordance with the . plan of the Commissioners and 
their directions , except being two inches wider; that in point of depth. and V osl1 ff n lt **** 
perfectly correct; that the Commissioners had arrived at the conclusion ^ 

the natural bed of the stream was the sill or floor of the collector hatch (showing that 
the Commissioners had actually decided that question), and that the level of the floor of the 
gap', as it now existed, was identical with the level of the floor of what had been the collector 
hatch ; that when he measured it, in June, 1864, he was perfec ly sure ‘hat the siU 
or floor of the collector hatch was not above the natural bed of the river , that had 
tlie formation of the gap been left to him he would, at first impulse, have adopted 
the sill of the collector hatch as the level of the bed of the river, and that upon 
takinc the souudings and on full consideration he thought the position a fair one for 
the site of the gap. It was insisted for the Duke that as the gap was in confor- 
mity with the Commissioners’ order (which was not to puted) the : magistrates were 
bound bv that and ought not to convict, but the magistrates refused to be bound by 
!f extrinsic evidence given before them, convicted the defendant although 

fZ conformity with the plans and directions of the 
Commissioners Upon appeal against that decision the Court of Queen s Bench, 

2S 7hkf Justice and IfcLticf George (Fitzgerald, J. dissenting) affirme.d the decision 

of the magistrates. 

4. Fish Passes and Ladders. 

Much as these are required in almost every salmon river in Ireland, we regret to 
Mucn as ynese n.4 . , , 0 f +}, em i n the country is very slow ; 

say that., owing to the wan 0 ’ n? ^ asked for during the year, but very many 

not only have no surveys for ne P earlv part of this commission, which were 

contemplated improvement of t k - desio . ns 0 f passes for them, which are 

have the passes built by tne coaia ui , aooroved of a pass which we 

In the Newport river, in the county of Mayo, » » &r the Co r k Waterworks 

expect will be built during the ensuing - , ^ r tke bankruptcy of the 

sratsu t.,. 

4..b. VI b, was -*• 
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These posses we consider of the greatest importance to the salmon fishing of that river, 
which has boon gradually declining for some years past. The former of these weirs for 
the greater part, of the year is a complete barrier to the ascent of the fish, ami leads to 
poaching and over-destrnolion in the part of the river, immediately below it, to such an 
extent that we have been applied to by the Conservators to pass a bye-law to prevent 
net fishing there. Important, however, as they are, we have been only enabled to earrv 
them out by an advance of £200 from the Corporation of Cork, and a large subscription 
from some of the upper water proprietors, and we experienced great difficulty in getting 
ti contractor to do the work for the sum at our disposal. 



5. Mouths of Rivers and Estuaries. 

TV e hate during the year been called upon to define, as wc have done, the mouths 
ot some rivers, and their estuaries, as also the boundaries between the tidal and fresh 
V at r'^. Jj} T n = tlu ?> S ! J to ,ncct the requirements of the Acts, there is often a good 
deal of difficulty, particularly as to the points from which and the. way in which measure- 
ments are to he made. This is in part, but not. altogether, met by the power given us 
to define the. spaces within which certain engines are to ho used, as the Court of Queen’s 
Bench decided that so far a3 wo have that power our definitions are conclusive on idl 
parties, tor the purposes of the fishery laws. By an oversight in the statute, however, 
that power does not extend to the definition of the three-mile space from the mouths, 
Within which bag-nets arc prohibited by the Act. That omission would require to be. 
supplied in siny future legislation. 

Owing to the difficulties which occur, it will not he surprising to find that some of those 
definitions ot mouths which have been made, have for various reasons been found 
to create practical inconveniences, and to require alteration; and this has been 
particularly the case m the Drogheda district. In this district wc have been applied t„ 
more than once, by all parties, to alter the definition of the mouth of the Boyne, which it 
“ said gives rise to disputes among the fishermen which it would he desirable to prevent. 
It is at least, doubtful whether, under the terms of the statute, we have power to do so, 
and under such circumstances we have not attempted it. Borne few alterations may 
perhaps be beneficially made,, and there does not appear to be any good reason why the 
power of altering the definition of the mouth of a river should be withheld, more than 
that of altering close seasons, size of mesh of nets, Ac., and we think that in future legis- 
lauon power ougnt to be given to the Boards superintending the fisheries, to alter mouths, 
Ac., from time to time. 



(!. J li/r -Lairs. 

Our power of making live- laws has during the year been often called into action, those 
most frequently asked for being for curtailing the angling season, and to prevent 
snatching. Ihe former, ns wo have before stated, wc have no power to make; and 
considering that the prevention of snatching should be general, wc have felt no hesitation 
in passing s live-law for the purpose when wo have been applied to. We also passed in 
the Limerick district a bye-law to prevent shooting fish, a practice which had become 
very prevalent, there. 

Ihe bye-law to prevent net fishing in the Hand on river, to which wc referred in our 
Inst report ns .having met with so much opposition, was passed for a space of three years, 
and wc look forward with confidence to its beneficial effects on the fishing of the river. 

Wo have, at present an application for a similar live-law from the Oonserviitors of the 
Cork district, to prevent, net fishing in a re.- ting hole of the fish at Wellington-bridge, 
just below the waterworks weir; and .applications have been insulo to us t.o pass like byo- 
hnvs for the mouths of some rivers where! net fishing is carried on by part its who oust the 
jurisdiction of the magistrates by a claim of tit Io, leaving the parties complaining a remedy 
only by action. ' ° 



7. Close Season, 

The late Acts referring to the close season require that no alteration shall take place 
in any season that had been fixed by the Commissioners until alter three years from the 
date of such alteration ; and by the 26th and 27th Viet, c. 114, s. 21, the close season was 
extended from 124 to 168 days, the extension being made to affect the commencement 
of the open season only. 
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By this regulation a certain if not always a sufficient experience of the effect of any 
such alteration was ensured against repeated desires and applications from indi vidua s 
or parties whose interests in either the upper or lower waters clashed in reference to the 
early or late closing times. , , 

As this required period of three years had expired in all districts, and in some no change 
had taken place, except the extension to 168 days, for even six or seven years, applications 
were made for an alteration by different Boards of Conservators and. individuals during 
the past two years. The Commissioners consequently held inquiries in those several 
districts and localities in reference to it, and orders authorizing changes have been made 
accordingly in several. . ,, . , ,, . , „ . 

In some of the districts, Waterford and Limerick especially, very considerable interest 
in the question was manifested, and much conflicting opinion was found to exist and . given 
in evidence regarding the proper time to commence and terminate the close season m the 
upper, middle, and tidal parts of the several rivers. . , . , ., 

1 In others the application was either one-sided and too weak to be maintained, or it was 
met by strong and sound opposition, or by petitions numerously signed by tne principal 
riparian proprietors interested in the upper waters ; and in others it was opposed by 
resolutions from the Boards of Conservators. r 1 , , , 

These inquiries have, therefore, extended over nearly the whole of Ireland, and have 
necessarily involved a good deal of thought and time to digest the evidence ad facts 
resultin'* from them, as well as required a personal inspection of some of the localities 
tor the evidence, ivhen reliable, and although given often more in support of he 
individual interests of the parties than the local interest of the fisheries of the district, 
had obviously a certain general bearing on the -whole of the salmon fisheries of Ireland 
The result has been to show that where the matter has been keenly studied locally, and 
where disinterested evidence was given, our ancestors understood the proper 
for the close season commencement and termination better than 

held to be so by the common practice and opinions in many localities, iance there is 
now an evident tendency in some to return to a more uniform approximation with 
those times as far as consistent with the local peculiarities, viz., from the middle or 
end of August, as the latest, to the middle of February, as the earliest, for general 

OP The1onw neglect of our salmon fisheries and the indiscriminate fishing and poaching 
thari in consequence followed at all seasons and with all manner-of engines since the early 
rnrt of thri ceniury led to so great a deterioration of the fisheries-indeed their almost 
£ exrincta“n y ’some localities, that in the first effort to restore them the natural 
idea that suggested itself was for a change m the h followed showed 

- - “ “ 

from .injudicious seasons and ^ uc h conflicting evidence upon it, the 

After a full inquiry, , 0 | en gines for the capture of salmon that 

mam cause was traced to t e . Acts .^biting them both upon the 

had been allowed, to spring up 1 , ... , g c £ 011r sa ], non rivers. Since their 

coasts and also within the es *“ a ™ e J? the Act 0 { igGS there has been a very 
removal or great reduction by ° ral and in consequence a considerable 

increase 7h”n in connexion with it, in the more important rivers and salmon 
“e 9 flu“ in the take of each i yea, 

with other fisheries that are largdy as in the maturity of 

independent ^iponVoods and ^mn personal observation 

It is, therefore, satisfactory to find too been mucll loweT then the previous 

in their M2,per 

ied to a better under- 
standing in general of regarding them and their fry, to the 

nSe“«^^ 

in consequence been removed in many localities. 
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It is therefore of mueli importance to the question of close season in findirm that 
the weight of evidence of the most trustworthy witnesses went to show that there' was a 
great uniformity in the time of spawning everywhere, viz. : — 

That it commenced about the middle of November and terminated about the middle of 
January — the most spawning about the end of December, unless retarded by unusual 
droughts in November and December. 

This important point being now, we may say, fully re-established rather than discovered 
throughout Ireland, we are in a better position ior understanding how to regulate the 
close seasons, through having a definite time from whence to start, so as to meet the 
protective requirements of both the brood and spawning salmon, which is obviously 
the most important point in connexion with the interests of the salmon fisheries. 

Now there needs no argument to show that the saving of a single spawning or gravid 
salmon is worth a dozen spent, ones. 

The balance of protection then should necessarily be more extended towards the time 
of the former than the latter, that is, the season should have a longer protection before 
the spawning season than after it is over. For the evidence went generally to show 
that the greater number of salmon frequenting the estuaries and lower waters where 
netting is chiefly carried on, are, in the month of September, breeding salmon having 
then the ova largely developed in them. 

There are very sound reasons then for closing the netting season in September, for 
the fish are generally accumulating, and congregate in the lower and tidal waters during 
that month and the dry months of autumn, merely to await a flood or fresh of sufficient 
strength to enable them to run for the pools and deep streams within the fresh waters 
where shelter is afforded near their spawning grounds. 

Wo have consequently found in support of this, that where the fishery interests are 
best, understood, there has been a voluntary closing of it, even so early as the middle 
of August, as in the Galway, Ballina, and Bnllyshnniioii fisheries, so as to preserve, a 
sufficiency of breeding stock, although the season did not close by law until a later 
period. 

In consequence of these facts and experience gathered from the evidence given at these 
close season inquiries over Ireland, the result lias been to close all net fishing in Sep- 
tember, except in a few rivers — those exceptional localities being still open until. the 
15th of September, to meet the weight of opinion yet existing in those localities’ against 
an immediate change. 

In one of the most important of these, viz., the Lee, in the Cork district, the advantage 
of closing earlier than the 15th of September seemed well understood, but was opposed 
until two very important fish passes were made over two weirs, near the town of Cork, 
the Waterworks and Ballincollig weirs, that in their present state form two most 
obstructive barriers to the ascent of any salmon unless during high floods. 

The other exceptions are the Blackwater, Slaney, and Bandon rivers, in which netting 
is continued to the middle of September. But we feel sure that it requires only time, 
and a little longer development of the fisheries in each of these localities, for the better 
understanding of the question, to bring about a uniformity in the time of closing the 
indiscriminate capture of salmon by nets, and with this uniformity, the prevention of 
poaching in the neighbouring rivers, both in the interests of the general fisheries through- 
out Ireland as in their own. Because at this season, although" the salmon are chiefly 
brood fish, they are saleable to any extent, whilst any river is open for netting in any 
district of Ireland, for notwithstanding they are then gravid or stock fish, the)' may he 
so little discoloured as to bear exposure in the markets, whilst in the early spring - the 
poacher has less means of disposing of the capture, except for private use, of either the 
discoloured spents, or offish with full spawn, although then so much at his mercy. 

These remarks cannot be concluded upon the commencement of the close season for nets 
and fixed engines, without noticing the very general opinion that now prevails, with anglers 
as well as with netmen, that the angling season should, in most places, close not later than 
the 1st or 10th of October, and, as this is also our own opinion, it is our duty strongly to 
support it in this report as in the former. 



On the proper time for opening the Season. 

Having shown in the foregoing remarks what recent experience of the habits of the 
salmon has indicated as the proper period for the termination of general net fishing in our 
salmon rivers, we next take up the facts and points bearing upon the question of the 
opening or commencement of the fishing season. 
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Now, we find that the weight of the evidence and opinions given at the inquiries we 
have held, as well as that given in former reports of such inquiries, has been to show that 
within about six weeks after the termination of the spawning season, the spent fish, more 
particularly the female fish, have ail left the upper waters, that is, by the commencement 
of March, they have descended the rivers, although they may not have reached the sea. 

This escape from the shallow spawning grounds they resort to, will of course depend 
upon the floods that occur after this operation is over, for the accomplishment of which 
the salmon, like all animals for the same object, seem to forget the necessary safeguards 
or natural instincts they at other times possess for self preservation. 

As soon as a flood comes, however, after having completed spawning, they drop down 
with it to any deep or sheltered pool they ean reach, but now ravenous for food, and 
eager for the opportunity of recruiting their spent condition on the feeding grounds 
within the estuaries and sea. 

The length of time of their so reaching these grounds will, of course, depend upon the 
frequency and duration of these floods to help them over the shallows and obstructions 
that intervene, and of the distance to the sea from where they spawned; and it is 
doubtless from these circumstances that some conflict of opinion exists regarding some 
rivers in respect to the time the spent fish reach the tidal waters. 

The conclusion from these facts is, however, clear that ample time for their escape 
from each river is a necessity of very important consideration, if we desire to increase 
the average size of salmon frequenting our rivers, as well as increase their quantity ; 
for the protection of the spawning fish and fry tends most to increase or preserve 
the quautity of salmon each river is capable of producing, and a due protection of 
the spent fish tends most to increase or retain the average size and value of each 
salmon also, since it increases per pound in marketable value with increased size. It is 
therefore obvious that the time of opening or commencing the fishing season cannot 
be made so nearly uniform for all the rivers of Ireland as the time of closing, since the tune 
of the escape of the spent fish will vary with the distances from the sea to their spawning 



° There are moreover, several apparently anomalous conditions in connexion with some 
few rivers that cause them to be considered or locally known to be early or late rivers ; 
that is, early or late in respect to the run of spring or early fish in them, silvery and fresh 
from the sea, and, in consequence, in the most fit condition for food and for the market ; 
for it is now a well-established opinion or fact that some sound salmon enter some rivers 
from the sea whilst the spawning season is not over for the majority. of fish within them, 
and that they remain quiescent in the deep pools or lakes in connexion with, these rivers 
apparently without caring for food, and until the full development of their spawn m 
November makes them the early spawners of the next season. These spring fish 
consequently remain in the river fully nine or ten months without feeding, but sensibly 
deteriorate in condition and quality, as a natural result of their abstinence from food 
and their increasing development of spawn. The number of these spring . fish seem to 
increase with each month, until the maximum run of such fish occurs, in April and 
Mav in those rivers they frequent so early, or in any quantity. 

Other rivers have no salmon within them until the great run of the peal or grilse 
occurs the time of arrival of which upon the coast seems so remarkably regular m general, 
that they are looked for in some localities where their habits are best known, with , an 
almost certainty, between the 20th and 25th of June, and to continue to run during 
July ^ sometimes even until the early part of August, if the usual midsummer rams 
anJ flooT have been retarded and rendered the rivers too low in July These also 
remain To spawn at about the same time as. the former or spring salmon which may be 
,, ., I , , whilst the peal or grilse are the first return of the fry to their 

K » theapproach^of ^firat mJurity of the female fish for reproduction, and 

0CCUIS la « er 6Ed 
. of August o? in September, unless retarded by a dry autumn, such as the last. Tbtse in 
consequence are known as the “ blackberry salmon,” from the run occurring m the black- 
consequence, ait. showing a good development of ova. 

sea into such shallow rivulets and streamlets to djont their ova^ ^ to afford a 

lot ToS £e 
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or depth of the rivers they enter, provided there is sufficient water to cover them, it 
lias led to much difficulty in understanding the exact eomlitions which constituted 
one river a very curly river, and another a very lute one ; ami, as was natural, the 
geological character of the rocks bounding or forming the beds of the rivers has been 
supposed to have had some influence in this. Altera careful attention to this point, 
however, in many rivers, we are induced to give up the idea, beyond the simple fact 
that for a river to he a salmon river at all, it must have some gravel-bedded streams 
falling into it for the salmon to spawn in ; for they neither spawn in mud or sand, 
or upon weed or rock, but in coarse gravel only, for the reason that it best admits of 
a sufficiency of pure water to percolate and filter through, so as to meet the resupplv 
necessary for the respiration of the delicate fry as soon as they have burst the ova; and 
also for the reason that such coarse gravel-beds serve best as a protection from the powers 

of the other fish, perch, Ac., from disturbing such grounds. 

Some clear understanding of the apparent anomalies regarding early and latt* rivers 
is therefore necessary to enable tlic season to be so regulated for each, that in the 
endeavour to meet the public requirement for sound spring salmon as soon as they 
could be obtained, their capture would not interfere with the spawning fish, or tend to 
the destruction of them after spawning, and at a time, too, when unfit for food. 

The adjustment of these times is a question of great delicacy and difficulty, from the 
nice balance of interests existing regarding it in certain rivers between the upper and 
lower proprietors ; which is largely increased, too, in consequence of the ignorance and 
conflict of opinions in some localities, so that it may be considered more an approxi- 
mation than a certainty at present. 

As, however, good salmon can undoubtedly be obtained in the tidal parts of some 
rivers whilst the spawning fish are still within its upper waters, it is manifestly sound to 
admit that their capture is not to be prohibited if it can he done without injury to the 
fisheries of that river, and without the destruction of spawning or spent fish with such 



sound fish. 



It lias, therefore, required very considerable attention to their natural habits a 
instincts, and the physical peculiarities of each river also, before arriving at what seems 
safe conclusions, as rules by which these varied periods of opening of each mer should 



ind 



in future he governed. „ .. . , , 

It is manifest, however, that early net fishing m the fresh waters of all rivers would 
be attended with considerable risk, especially in the upper parts thereof, and can in few 
instances he permitted until the spawning fish have returned into the deeps of the 
estuary, consequently not before the beginning of March. 

This objection docs not, 
since no fish spawn in the 

will be apparent, in those i — . 

lake between the spawning beds and the sea, for this lake becomes a wide division between 
them, and likewise a safe retreat for the exhausted spent fish to lie and partially recruit 
in, until a flood comes sufficiently strong to carry them over the shallows that frequently 
intervene between the lake and sea. . . . 

All rivers with a lake near the sea are not, however, very early rivers, and the reason 
for this anomaly has required some consideration and examination, so as to fully 
solve the question, and this is shown to he the fact, in a remarkable degree, m three 
rivers which fall into the Donegal Bay, viz., in the Sligo and Bundrovse rivers, which issue 
from the Gill and Melvin lakes at only three or four miles from the sea, and which are 
proverbially early rivers, more especially the Sligo,— whilst the Ballyshaiimm fishery, 
with the magnificent chain of basins constituting the Erne lakes, the largest of which is 
only seven or eight miles from the sen, is considered a very late one, the lessee not 



commencing to fisli before the month of Maiclp ... 

The explanation of this apparent anomaly, since we feel it necessary to entirely reject 
anythin 0, like a geological cause, as we at first were induced to believe probable, we 
conceive to be referable to two causes, or more properly to three first, to the natural 




f or growth^ in accordance with age'; next, a certain period of abstinence and tranquillity, 
but "of deterioration of condition, although of development of the spawn or reproductive 
organs somewhat analogous to the active and dormant periods of hibernating animals. 
During the first period they resort to and remain in the sea, and during the second 
period° they resort to and remain in the fresh waters. 

nnw r.nmpi into nlav to govern tl: 



Their instincts now come into play to govern the times and particulars rivers they 
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resort to. First, the natural instinct for returning to their native rivers induces them 
as soon as mature in condition to seek them; but the instinct they possess for. self- 
preservation, and which is naturally more predominant on their first return from the 
deeps of the sea, now guides them in the times of entering these rivers, for being then 
shy fish they are very chary of swimming- into shallows and of struggling against 
obstructions known to be in their way to any sheltered deeps, such as lakes and pools, 
also known to them in their native upper waters, whilst later in the year, when developed 
or developing with spawn, they show no such shyness, but run into every kind of danger. 

These points are well illustrated in the difference in the seasons between the Sligo 
and Bundrowse rivers, and the Ballysliannon river, which all fall into the same 
bay. For the two former rivers, having their sources in high mountains immediately 
surrounding the lakes, subject them to sudden and high floods with almost every rain- 
fall, and induce the early salmon, on feeling them, to run for the secure shelter afforded 
by the lakes so near to the sea, with almost every fresh. The Sligo river having also 
a very long and deep estuary, entices the early conditioned fish, into it,, to await the 
opportunities their instincts have led them to know will recur in the river in which 
they were bred. The double tide of each day rising nearly to the top of the Sligo weir, 
with its fish-pass also, afford facilities to help them over it ; and the long and deep 
estuary gives the Sligo river a great advantage over the Bundrowse river, which , has no 
estuary, but affords, nevertheless, great facility at times of reaching the lake within it 
with every favouring flood and high tide, and'when there is fair weather on the coast, to 
induce the fish to approach the entrance. - 

Then in respect to the Ballysliannon, the conditions are somewhat reversed, for 
although it is the larger river, and has much the largest lake to invite salmon to run 
for it,°there is a formidable obstruction in a bigh ledge of rocks or falls that exist 
close ’above the tideway and counteract these advantages, by deterring shy spring 
salmon from entering or ascending the estuary in such quantity as to become profitable 
to fish within it at that season— not until later in the season, when the river becomes 
sufficiently swollen, and the falls are more easily surmountable. For the Ballyshaimon 
or Erne river having its sources in bogs and comparative lowlands, instead ot high 
mountains like the Sligo and Bundrowse, is subject to no such high and very quick rising 
floods in the early part of the year as occur in them, inasmuch as frosts prevail on the 
land tending to seal or retard the lowland drainage at that time. The Ballyshannon, 
too has, in comparison to the size of its river, a very shallow and exposed bar at its 
entrance as well as a short and shallow estuary, instead of a long and deep one like the 
Slio-o For shy spring fish seem to seek or require a deep estuary to shelter m, both for 
security and from the storms of the sea, when waiting to run for. their native waters. 

These are the causes that operate against the Ballyshannon being a very ear y fishery, 
although it is one of the largest and most important fisheries in Ireland, whilst its two 
neighbouring rivers are early rivers, the Sligo river more especially so. 

The same natural instincts and physical conditions are the causes that make the Galway 
river a comparatively late river, while the Laune is one of the earliest, although each have 
their large lakes of Corrib and Ifillarney so short a distance from then-entrances to the sea. 
For the Laune has comparatively a very extensive and sheltered tidal estuary, and no 
serious obstruction between it and the Killarney lake The Galway has, on the contrary 
little or no estuary, and that little so very shadow that the high navigation weir which 
extends across the main branch, just above t ie tideway, forms a perfect barrier to the 
extends acr floo a s ^ ocrar m , d after tdie spawning 

ascent oi : the salmon except ^y = , &h _ ladder QTer tie weir, that 

thTsSmon can avail of t ohm there is both water mougl flowing over the crest of the war as 
well as through the pass, so as to supply a sufficient depth of stream m the broad bed 
W it fa Without a sufficient depth of water in this part, no spring salmon would 

he induced to ascend above the tidal termination, this sufficiency of dep 
be inaucea 10 . , , ; salmon to ascend the rivers, as well as to 

the essential requisite to induce snj i-p 6 , under the 



below it For without a sufficient depth of water in this part, no spring sa 
be induced to ascend above the tidal termination, this sufficiency of depth of water being 
be inaucea 10 , , ■ salmon to ascend the rivers, as well as to 

the essentia _ req em bouchures. P An S autumn salmon, on the contrary, under the 

enter teach its spawning grounds, will do so in spite of the risk, as is most 

“ l ahl very weir at Galway during the months of August 

T ° d tentember when they are seen from the town bridge lying crowded together in the 

Xar Snahowstream y above it, to the number, sometimes of several thousands, and 

oLeai ana f ^ hat W ; U ena bl e them to ascend the ladder. _ 

for weeks awaitm exo i anat ion of the main cause of the difference m regard to 

, A ™t e an d^ to seamed rivers will suffice for the objects of the report enlarged almost 
the early and li ate seas s . of fuU dl5cussing it, since it will lead to a closer 

Cui^dnto^he question, and draw forth further facts, either in confirmation or for 
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it a modification, and essential in reference to the proper time of opening of any particular 
river. 

In the western mountainous district of Mayo there falls into the head of the deep 
inlet and estuary of Tullaghan the Goohnore Hirer, which, at about three miles above 
the estuary, divides into two branches, the Owenmore and Munhim. The Owenmore 
branch is much the larger and more extensive ol the two, but it is also the shallower, 
except in late spring floods. The Munliim, on the contrary, is the narrower, lmt it is 
the deeper, especially in the earliest spring, and at between two and three miles only 
above the junction it issues from, the Carrowmore Lake, a fine mountain basin, five miles 
long, and from one to two miles broad. A high mountain divides these two branches, and 
forms the sources that chiefly supply both. Yet the Munliim is notably a very early river, 
having good spring fish in January, and the Owenmore is as notably known to have no 
salmon until April, or even May. The evidence in respect to this fact was Jirst given in the 
Report of 184(5, and the two rivers still retain their relative values as early and late rivers. 

The deduction is that very shallow, although comparatively large, rivers, and although 
having a large lake not far from the sea in connexion with them, are not frequented 
by early spring salmon, unless the lake is of easy occasional access by the aid of titles 
or floods; whilst a small but sufficiently deep river within its embouchure, and more 
especially if it is connected with a large and deep lake, will be more or less frequented 
by early salmon, and be more or less an early river in proportion to the facilities of access 
to the deep pools or la ke within it. But without the existence of a lake near the sea, from 
the reasons before given, it is evident very early fishing in the part below it euit onty be 
prudently allowed under very rare and very exceptional circumstances, so as to meet all 
interests. 

The evidence of former reports, however, as well as that taken before us, tends 
undoubtedly to prove that spring fish exist in all deep estuaries and rivers, as well as 
upon the coast, during most of the spawning season, or at least so early as January. 

Therefore, in further illustration of the influence shallow or deep rivers have in (he. 
question of the entrance of salmon into the rivers of Ireland in early spring, we give the facts 
resulting from an inquiry as well as from a local examination of flic insignificant rivers 
Castletown, Clyde, and Dee, which fall into the sea within five or six miles of each other 
on the east coast of Ireland ; — the Castletown, although having; a fine estuary, being a late 
river, and the Clyde and Dee, which have a common entrance and are without an 
estuary, are early rivers, spring salmon being caught in them as soon as the season 
opens in that, district, on the 16th of February, whereas the Castletown is hardly 
considered a fishing river for salmon until the peal run at the end of June. 

The explanation, on local examination, wc found to be this — that in spite of the 
advantage of the long estuary at the Dundalk or Castletown River, the river becomes 
so subdivided at a mile or two only above the town, as to reduce each branch into 
mere shallow brooks, except in occasional floods, that it has, in consequence, no lake or 
pools sufficiently deep to tempt shy spring salmon to run for its estuary or river hi the 
early part of the season. 

The Glyde and Dee, on the contrary, are sluggish and comparatively deep rivers 
immediately within their common embouchure, and for some miles up are more or less so, 
and therefore induce the shy spring salmon bred in them to enter these rivers at high water 
when easy to do so and weather favourable, as is general here, whilst those bred in the 
Castletown remain in the sea until later in the season; for one of the important points, 
if it he not the main key in the question of early and late rivers, is, wo believe, the shyness 
of a spring salmon as compared with a late season salmon, to enter shallow or obstructed 
rivers. 

These facts and reasonings will, we think, sufficiently show, and will sufficiently 
justify, from its general importance, the extent and detail of the investigation, to illustrate 
that a uniform commencement of the fishing season in the lower waters would not be 
sound in theory nor wise in practice for the public requirements for food, as well 
as in the interests of the fisheries in general ; also, that although some rivers may be 
productive fisheries in their lower waters in the months of January and February, others 
are not worth fishing, although we believe spring fish may be in them, before April and 
May, whilst some arc only profitable fisheries on the arrival of the peal or grilse in June 
and July. Yet in consequence of there being only a late run of fish in such rivers, it 
is no valid reason for the extension of their seasons into the month of September, as 
too many interested desire, not only to their own ultimate injury, but also to the general 
interests, since brood fish mainly predominate then. 

In regard to. the upper waters also, indiscriminate net fishing can rarely be safely 
allowed before the spawn and spent fish have left them, which, as we have shown, is not 
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before the beginning of March, in general, and sometimes not before April, so as to pre- 
vent the indiscriminate destruction of both spawning and spent fish. 

In conclusion, we may remark that aB the above views refer mainly to the consideration 
of the relative seasons of individual rivers throughout the whole coast, they may, and no 
doubt are, all more or less influenced in some years by the earliness or lateness ot the ge- 
neral season in respect to temperature and weather , which both affects the sea near the coast, 
as well as the rivers within it ; and thus the early and later parts of the season mil be corre- 
spondingly affected in some degree ; but only as a secondary and occasional influence as 
compared with the primary ones of natural instincts and local features we have so tally 
dwelt upon, and which may be summarised in the words — Instinctive shyness and physical 
obstructions— instead of, as frequently supposed, specific properties peculiar to .local species, 
in which we have no belief in respect to the salmon of our nvera, although there may be 
and are many varieties in respect to form and quality. Because m mid-summer, when the 
sea and atmospheric temperature and conditions are more uniform , we have the arrival 
of the peal or grilse so remarkably uniform, which is the natural explanation ot this 
uniformity of the time of their general return to our coast and their native rivers, whereas 
if there were distinct species of late and early salmon we should have more certain facts 
regarding a later, as well as a July, run of peal upon our coasts and into our rivers, as an 
annual occurrence. 



8. Local Management. 

Darin* the past year the triennial election of Conservators has taken place, and we 
are happy to bf able to say that all the elections were conducted regularly, and without 

to request them to lectify nrvnninted other clerks, hut the Waterford Board 

district, acted upon our suggestion, and apporn that Board have been held for the 
and clerk disregarded it even though meetm^ rf b *“ h f c “ d 3ervator3 who supported 

purpose of trying to get . . thsMilerk of the Board also continues conservator, 

the law being always in the minority the clerk ott ^ ^ How fer the aots 

of districts m general led us durin^ P J nective Boards. When the machinery 
periodical reports were made by the considered it is obvious how accurate and 

by which the fishery laws are can e - furnished by such documents, coming 

valuable the statistical information w 7 j t fl flow much more certainty it 

from different parts of the con, ^^I rtlir annual^ reports; and yet but in one district 
would enable Commissioners to spea P j statement. That district 

out, of the seventeen has it been ^.^^“Siou to the annual report of the 
is the Limerick; and we with f f ” e ^hv rf taRatioii by the clerks of other 

clerk of that district for the last 7? a > , mean9 by which his information was 

districts, not more for the matter of 1 upon “records kept” by his water 

obtained. His report appears to be fou P "2 J JL requires to be systematically 
bailiffs, and “reports” made by torn msjstem 7 ^ ^ Board the stat 
and carefully earned out through the P defect which we long since noticed 

of its own districts, and to supply for Oommi^ioners a ^ 

of the means of getting ^ffZSmSicrdtok extending the whole length of the 
As illustrative, we may take the Lime . ^ be the clerk 

Shannon, and including all its te *" ta ” ’ t ^rate information with respect to each 
to have by his own actual ^P^iomconrtant } dut it is daily to know 

portion of the district he 

the state of the rivers, the supply of fch, 1 an ■ ■ ^ the state 0 f wind and weather 

almost any additional trouble | .cited for the purpose he may 
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and enable each Conservator in his own locality to compare the statements of the bailiffs 
with his own information, and, if necessary, to correct them ; such district reports 
would, in a few years, present considerations for the improvement of the fisheries, the 
seasons of the rivers, &e., &c\, for which hitherto there has been no •’.round laid. 

.Having pointed out the importance of this document, we hope that the clerk of the 
Limerick district will perfect the system, and that the clerks of other districts will 
emulate, if they cannot equal him, by aci paring, i:i the same wey ::s la* has, similar infor- 
mation, and embodying it at the clo.-e of each \e: r in the shape of a similar statement. 

Considering the vast extent of the Limerick d. trict Wc regret to find it staled in 1 he 
report, and also by the water bailiffs, that, the American weed, which tirst appeared in 
that dh-friet ill the 3 * 0111 * 18114, is stated by one of the baiiifis at Atlihme to have 
“made a terrible progress in growth all along the banks of die mer there and on all 
still, water.” 

The rapid growth of it in all parts of the liisiriet is alarming, if it turns out to be 
injurious to salmon or trout. At. present that appears to be u matter of uncertainty : but 
the clerk of the district- states that he “will from time to time endeavour to collect such 
facts as may lead to a correct conclusion." Accurate information may be expected from 
him. 



9. Legislation Suggested. 

On this subject we can add little to what we have stated in our former reports to be 
desirable, which we here recapitulate, viz. — 

1. That votes for Conservators in respect of fixed engines should be allowed only in 
the electoral divisions in which they are fished and the licence is taken out. 

2 . That to entitle a person to vote, his licence should be taken out two months before 
the election. 

3. That licences should be sold only by authorized persons. 

4. That no officer or servant of Board should interfere in or vote at elections. 

5. That the Commissioners should have power to inquire into and rectify proceedings 
at elections. 

G. That the appointment, of Clerks and other officers should be subject to approval of 
Commissioners, and that Clerks should be permanent, but be liable to dismissal by 
Commissioners for violation of statutes or neglect of duty. 

7. That conviction under Fishery Acts should render Conservator, Clerk, or other 
officer, liable to dismissal b}-* Commissioners, with consent of Lor i Lieutenant. 

8 . That the Commissioners should have power to direct prosecutions. 

9. That rod licences should be personal. 

10 . That they should bo valid only in the district in which they are taken out 
until payment of a small sum in addition in each other district in which they are used! 

XL That there should be a uniform rate of rod licences, at Cl a rod. 

_ 12. That the onus of proving that any fish killed after netting season in a district was 
killed legally, should be on the parties having the fish. 

13. That power be given to Commissioners to alter the rod season in same way as 
that for other engines. 

14. To mute it clear that penalties are to be divided, giving one-third to the informer! 
and two-thirds to the Board. 

15. That power be given to Commissioners to try the right of parties claiming as 
owners of several fisheries to use draft-nets within the forbidden distances of mouths of 
rivers, as in cases of fixed engines erected there. 

1G. That power be given to water baiiifis to search for illegal engines and seize them, 
as in the English Act of 1860. 

17. That fishing within 50 feet of a fish-pass be prevented. 
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18. That funds should be provided by Government for building fish-passes, clearing 
obstructions, &.c. 

19. That the annual accounts of the districts should be audited by the Commissioners, 
with power to them to enforce any sum not paid to the Conservators, or disallow any 
sum illegally paid by them. 



In addition to these particular suggestions we would again direct your Excellency s 
attention to the necessity for consolidation as well as amendment of the Fishery Laws ana 
urn-e the combination of the two in any legislation which may be adopted, repeating 
from our last report that “whatever difference of opinion there may be among' 
interests as to the propriety of particular amendments, we believe that the question ot 
consolidation will meet with the fullest approbation and co-operation ot all parties. 

We have a»ain as on former occasions to express our obligations to Coast guard ana 
Police for tlie assistance which they have readily given us both in our own business 

and in the prevention of poaching. . . , , „„ 

We add Appendices containing the annual statistics of the fisheries as accurately as 
we could collect them, and an account of the quantity and variety of the work done 
under this Commission. 



We have the honour to be 

Your Excellency's obedient servants. 



R. J. LANE. 

T. SPRATT. 

JAMES PATERSON. 



Dated at the Office of the _ 
Special Commissioners for Irish Fisheries, 
Dublin, 25th June, 1868. 



Note —Having by mutual arrangement prepared, as the Report of the Commissioners, 
Note. g 7 f ; t k e O i ose season question, it is necessary to state 

theories contained & the discussion of it. 



T. SPRATT. 



w oti ,_As most of the matters embraced in this Report 
disposed of before I became a member of the Commission, my 
the 1 ninth head, as to the legislation suggested. 



bad occurred and been 
signature applies only to 

JAMES PATERSON. 
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Result of Inquiries lichl by the Speoiai. t'uMSfswmM: 



Appendix 

r Irish PisiuuiiKs into the 



w Fixed Net situated. 



| narrow, otherwise Ross, other- 
wise N ore ami Barrow Rivers 
conjoined. 

| Barrow River, 

iw, otlierwiso Ross River, 

otherwise Note ami Barrow 

u'itt.s’ J °! 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Ditto 

. »Hto ! 

| Snir 

Ditto 

, Ditto 

Suir, Note, and Barrow Rivers 
1 conjoined. 

Ditto, .... 

, Ditto, .... 

Noro, . . . 

Barrow, otherwise Ross River, 
otherwise Nore and Barrow 
conjoined. 

I Barrow, 

Ditto, ... 
Borrow, otlierwiso Ross River, 
othorwiso Nora and Barrow 
conjoined. 

I Nore River, . 

Suir River, . 

Ditto, .... 
Barrow, olliorwiso Ross River, 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Suir River, . . 

| Harrow, otlierwiso Ross River, 
otherwise Noro and Barrow 
conjoined. 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Suir, Noro, and Barrow 
joined, otherwise Waterford 
Harbour. 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



I Shannon River, 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 

Stako Weir, 
Ditto, . 
Head Weir, 
Ditto, . 

Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Head Weir, 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

J'itto (Cionderalaw Bay), 
Dtlo, 



Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 



Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 

Ditto, . 



Arthur Ivarana 
Joseph Hunt, 



Uiiiile! Bennett, 
i.aiard (‘ashen, 
,.iin Sherlock, . 



II tiali Treacov, 
John Walsh, . 
.1 ulin Lynch, . 

Michael Dohbyn, 
lilira Unghhui, . 
W. P. F. Tigho, 
Patrick Byrne, 



W. F. P. Tighe, 
John Eligot, . 
J oliu Porrostal, 



John nunt, 

Paul Anderson, 
Cath.and 1’. Moroucy. 
.Michael Irish, . 

Thomas Murphy, 
Joseph Hunt, . 

P. Ilamichury, 

J. Dovle, 

W. U \VaWi, '. 

J. Sullivan, 

David Bennett, 
James Butler, . 



Ditto, . 

Ditto, . 

Scotch or Stake j 



Ply-Net, 

Stake-Net, 

Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ply-Net, 

I litto, . ’ 

Ditto, . 
Ply-Net, 



Pierce Cox, . 
James Kavanngh, 
A. Ryan, or Hayes, 



Randle Borough, 
S. APAnliffo, . 



John II. {.Unseat 

Arthur Kuvaiiag 
W. M. (I he colt 



Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 

Fly-Net, 



i. M-Aulill'o, . 

I. Connell and D. 
MAiiHlVe, 

•'laneis Connell, . 



.M‘Anlitl'e', 

Ditto. 

. M-Anlilfe a 



I Denis M'Auiifle, 

S. M'AulitTo, . 

S. Cunningham, 
James O’Neill, 
John Griffin, . 
Daniel Molony, 
Ditto, 

| James Browne, 

D. Molony, 

Ditto, 

Thomas M'Mahon, 



Marquess of W nterford, 
J. J. D. Coghlan, 

W. P. P. Tighe, 

E. W. Nunn, . 



Mrs. and Miss Vicars, 
N. A. Power, . 

N. Power, 

Dr. J. hlaekosy. 

Col. Clias. Kearney, 
Peter Stiange, . 

J. Dcvercux, . 
Ditto, 

Mrs. Bolton, . 

P. 1 lumiohury, . 

N. Power, 

Ditto, 

Samuel King, . 
Ditto, 

Lord Templemore, . 



N. A. Power, . 

Randle Borough, 

1 litto, 

John Cox, 

Francis Kuanc, 
Ditto, 

Benjamin Cox, 
Colonel \ audoleur. 






Lord Leeonfield, 
Ditto, 

William Ashe, . 
James Kelly, . 
Lord Aualy, 
Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Driimmin, . . . tSi . Mullin’s, . 

Mmmtaiiago, . . ’ iVliitcrhurch, . 



Aimagln, . 

tireat Island, 
Ditto, 

Sliauh.igli, I’p}' 
Great Island, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Puithleeg, 

Ditto, 

Checkpoint, 

Coolhunniu, 

Crooke, . 
Dromina, 
Iniiistiogc, 
C'nmlin, . 



Kilconnelly, 

Coolrainy, 

Carricklonoy, 



j Sliaidiogh, 
Kilmaktivngc, 
Kilinnl.cn, . 



Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Paitlileeg, 

Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 

Crooke, . 

Ditto, . 
Iniiistiogc, 

Old Ross, 

The Rower, . 

Ditto, . 
Kilmnkov 



Brnwnsforil, 

(iortcens, 

I Irn i m In w n ev, Upper, 



Kearney’s Bay, 
Roeliustuwu, 

Ditto, 

Ringville, 

Ditto, 

Drumdowney, L'ppe 
llaliinliuv, 
Drumdowney, l'pj.u 
Ditto, 

Pislierstown, . 



Dysertmoon, . 
Kathpatrick, 

Ballygurrim, 



Kilenlonih, 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Rothpatriek, 
Kileoluiuh. 
Ratlipatriek, 
Ditto, . 

Kilmokea, 



Querrin, . 



Scatter)' Island, 
Ditto, 

Clareliehl. 
Carrmvnealla S., 

Scatterv island, 
Ditto, 

IiiishliigorHu 'Isluii 
Ihdlyiu.ic. West, 

Lukyl", Smith, 
Mount Sliaiinon, We 



Shamiuki aheg, 

Ivilkerriu, . 
Ditto, 

I.akyle, North, 
Ballnia, . 
Kilkerriu, 



Moyarta, 
Ditto, . 



^ Ditto,”, 
tviliusli, 

Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 



Richard Barclay, . I'allyartney, 



Kilfidanc, 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Kildvsart, 
Kilolln, 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 

Ditto, . 
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Legality or Illegality of Fixed Nets erected or used for catching Salmon in Ireland. 



Date Whether Judgment of Keault of A] 

of Commissioners Appealed ! Court i 

Judgment. against. Queen's B 



1 Shelburne, . Wexford, . 



.'3 Shelburne, . Wexford, 



4 Ida, . . Kilkenny, 

5 Ditto, . Ditto, 

C Shelburne, . Wexford, 

7 Ditto, . Ditto, 

8 Ida, . . Kilkenny, 

9 Shelburne, . Wexford, 



10 Ditto, . Ditto, 

1 1 Ditto, . Ditto, 

12 Gualtiere, . | Waterford, 



13 Ditto, . Ditto, 

14 Ditto, . Ditto, 

15 Ditto, . Ditto, 



tion, and erected without the title required Dy 
I the 5th and 6th Vic., c. 106. 

To be abated, not having been legally erected 
in 1862. 

To be abated, as being injurious to navigation, 
and erected without the title required By the 
5th and 6tli Vic., 6. 106. 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

To he abated, not having boon legally oreoted in 1808, 
To be abated, as being injurious to navigation, 
and erected without the title required oy the 
5th and 6th Vic., c. 106. 

To bo abatod, not having been legally erected in 1802, 
To be abated, as being injurious to navigation, 
Ditto, and erected without llie title required 
by the 5th and 6th Vie., c. 106. 



17 Oct. 1863, Appeal, 



19 Oct. 1863, Appeal, . 
Ditto, . No appeal. 

Ditto, . Ditto. 

Ditto, . Ditto. 

Ditto, . Ditto. 

Ditto, . Ditto. 



Ditto, . Ditto. 

20 Oct. 1863, Appeal, . 

21 Oct. 1863, No appeal. 



1-6 Ditto, . Ditto, 

17 Ditto, . Ditto, 

18 Gowran, . Kilkenny, 

19 lluntry, . Wexford, 



Ditto Oct. 1863, Appeal, . 

Ditto’ 24 Oct. 1863, Ditto, 

To he abated, as Injurious to navigation, . . 26 Oct. 1863, Ditto, 

Ditto, and erected without the title required Ditto, . Ditto, 

I by the 5th and 6tli Vic., o. 106. 



20 Ida, . . Kilkenny, . 

21 Ditto, . Ditto, 

22 Ditto, . Ditto, 



Ditto Ditto, . No appeal. 

Ditto Ditto, . Ditto. 

Ditto’, ! 26 Oct. 1863, Ditto. 



23 Ditto, . Ditto, 

24 Ditto, . Ditto, 

25 Ditto, . Ditto, 

26 Ditto, . Ditto, 



27 Oot. 1863. Ditto. 

29 Oct. 1863, Ditto. 

Ill Deo. 1863, Ditto. 

1 0 Doc. 1863, Appeal, . 



1 1 Dec. 1863, Ditto, 

Ditto, . Ditto, 

Ditto, . No appeal. 

Ditto, . Ditto. 

Ditto, . Appeal, . 

Ditto, . No appeal. 

12 Dec. 1863, Ditto. 

Ditto, . Ditto. 

Ditto, . Ditto. 

Ditto, . Appeal, . 



To be abated, as being injurious to navigation, . 16 Dec. 1863, Appeal, 



Tr.be abated as being erected in narrow channel, 4 April, 1865, No appeal. 
To bo abated, as being injurious to navigation, 23 Dec. 1863, Appeal, . 
and being illegally erected— extending beyond 



ToTe^aW, as injurious to navigation and Ditto, 
erected without the title required by the 5th 



erected without the title required by the 
and 6th Vic., o. 106. 

. To bo abated, as erected without the title 
quired by the 5th and 6th Vic., c. lUb. 



50 Ditto, . Ditto, 

51 Ditto, • Ditto, 

52 Ditto, . Ditto, 

53 Ditto, . Ditto, 

54 Clanderalaw, Ditto, 

55 Ditto, . Ditto, 

56 Ditto, ' Ditto, 

57 Ditto, . Ditto, 



l Jan. 1864. Ditto. 



1 Jan. 1864, Ditto. 



Ditto, . Ditto. 

Ditto, . Ditto. 

Ditto, Ditto. 

2 Jan. 1864, Ditto. 

Ditto, . Appeal, . 



4 Jan.’ 106-1, No appeal. 
Ditto, • Ditto. 

Ditto, . Ditto. 



Jan.’ 1064,1 Appeal, . 



( Ditto, . Ditto, 

Ditto, . Ditto, 

5 Jan. 1864, No appeal. 
Ditto, . Ditto. 
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APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OE THE 

Result of Inquiries lield by tbo Special Commissioners for Irish Fisheries into tha 



No. 


Whcro Fixed Not situated. 


’’“T" 

Fixed Net 


70 


River Barrow, otherwise Nore 
and Barrow conjoined. 


Head Weir, . 


71 


River Suir, .... 


Ditto, . 


72 


Rivers Suir, Nore, and Barrow 
conjoined, otherwise Wator- 


Stake Weir, . 


73 


Slado Bay, .... 


Bag-Net, 


74 


Suir, Nore, and Barrow con- 
joined. 


Head Weir . 




Ditto 


Ditto, . 


76 


Ditto 


Stake-Net, 


77 






78 


Suir, King's Channel, . 


Ditto, . 


79 


Ditto, .... 


Ditto, . 


80 


Suir, Nore, and Barrow con- 


Head Weir, . 


81 




Ditto, . 


82 






83 


Ditto, .... 


Fly-Net, 


84 


Ditto, .... 


Stake-Net, . 


85 


Ditto, .... 


Ditto, . 


86 


Ditto, .... 


Ditto, . 


87 


Ditto 


Stake-Net, . 


88 


Ditto, .... 


Ditto, . 


89 


Ditto, .... 


Ditto, . 


90 


Ditto, .... 


Ditto, . 


91 




Ditto, . 


92 


Ditto, .... 


Ditto, . 


93 






94 






95 


Ditto 


Ditto, . 


96 


Ditto, . . . 


Ditto, . 


97 


Ditto 


Ditto, . 


98 


Ditto 


Ditto, . 








100 


Ditto 


Ditto, . 


101 


Ditto, . 


Ditto, . 


102 


Ditto 


Ditto, . 


103 


Ditto, . 


Ditto, . . 


104 






105 






106 


Ditto, .... 


Ditto, . 


107 






108 






10,0 






110 




Ditto, . 


111 


Ditto, .... 


Ditto, . 


112 






113 


Ditto 


Ditto, . 








115 




Fly- Net, 


116 


Ditto, .... 


Ditto, . 


117 


Ditto, .... 


Stake-Net, . 


118 






119 


Ditto, .... 


Ditto, . 


120 


Ditto 


Ditto, . . 


121 


Ditto 


Ditto, . 


122 


Ditto, .... 


Ditto, . 


123 


Ditto, .... 


Fly-Net, 

Stake-Net, 


124 


Ditto, .... 


125 


Ditto, .... 


Ditto, . 



Name <if Praam 
aaintniuiiiK sud uni 



} Net attached. 



Richard Howitson, . M. W. Knox, . 



G. Giles, 
James Ryan, 



W. Breen, 

J. Hanlon and other 
Anthony Wallis, 
Arthur N. O'Neill, 



[ary 0 



John Hanlon & others, 



Ditto, 

Stephen Cunningh: , 
R. VV. C. Reeves, . 
Ditto, 



Michael Colpoys, 

S. M'Caulifte & John 
Brooks. 

Eliza Hodnett, 



Henry S. O’Brien, . 
S, M'Auliffo, . 



T. Naughten A- others, 
M. Shaughnessy and 

S. M'Cauliffo, 

J. Browne, 

Ditto, 



Ditto, 



Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
P. Sheean, 



M. M'Namarra, 

John Griffin, . 

M. M'Namarra, 

J. Browne, 

Margaret Putland and 
others. 



J. Browne, 
W. B. Barn 
J. Browne, 



C. Sandos, 

J. Pim, . 
Alicia Wren, 



Ditto, 
Ditto, 
W. Sandes, 



G. Giles, 
Lord Ely, 



Ditto, 

Lord Templcmore, 
Ditto, 

Lord Carew, . 



Many p'Noill, . 



Bryan O’Loglilon, 
R. W. C. Reeves, 
Ditto, 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Rev. T. Butler, 
Ditto, 

Henry S. O'Brien, 



Colonel Hickman, 
Lord Montoagle, 
Ditto, 



Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Lord Claro, 



R. Bateson, 
Thomas Royse, 
Earl of Claro, . 
C. Minchin, . 
Knight of Glin, 



Kilmurry, 

Duneonuou 



Eliznheth Standisii, . 
W. B. Barrington, . 
Rev. R. Fitzgerald, . 



C. Sandes, 

R. Leslie, 

Lord Listowel, 



Ditto, 

Leslie Wren, 
T. Sandos, 



Nook, . 

Ballyliack, 
Woodstown, Lower, . 



Knockaveeiisii, 

Knockboy, 

Ditto, 



Ballyhack, 
Ailroobeg, 
Poulnadarec, . 
Burrane, Lower, 



Ditto, 



Poulnudaree, 

Ditto, 

Portdrine, 



Dtunueh, 



Killacolla (Barker), 
Builyhoolahan, . 
Bullydonohoo, . 



Carrig Island, . 
Kilcolgan, Lower, . 
Coreas and Sand Hills, 



Castlequarter, . 

Kylatallen, 

Carhoonakinneely, 



■St. James and 
Duubrody. 
Ditto, . 



St. James an 
Duubrody. 
Ditto, . 
Kiliidane, 
Kiilimor, 
Ditto, . 



Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 



Kiloiiu, . 
Bsillysteen, 



Askea 



Kilmurry, 

Roliertstown, 

•Shanagulileu, 

Robcrlstovn, 



Ditto, . 
LHiiH, 
Kilfcrgug, 



Ahavallin, 

Kilnaugliten, 

Kilconneily, 



Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Kilnaugbton, 
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Judgment of Commissioner!!. 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Ditto, 

Clonderalaw, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 



Kilkenny, 

Wexford, 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Bunratty,Lv. 



nello. 
Clonderalaw, 
Slianid, 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Ir.igliticonnor Kerry, 



14 Mar. 1864, 

15 Mar. 1864, 



Legally erected, .... 

To bo abated, as injurious to navigation, 



To be abated. Lord Templemore consenting, 



Dittt 



To be abated ; not erected in 1 862, . 

To be abated, as erected without the title 
quired by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106 ; and extending 
beyond low-water mark. The latter question 
to be tried by Commissioners when appeal 
title decided. 

Ditto, 



To ho abatod,nsinjurions to navigation, nnd as ewct- 
cd without the title required by 5 & 6 Yic.,c. 106. 

To be abated, as erected without the title re- 
quired by 5 St 6 Vie., c. 106. 

To be abated ; not erected in 1862, . _ . 

To bo abated, as injurious to navigation, and as 
erected without the titlo required by 5 & 0 



Clare, 

Limerick, 

Ditto, 



Co lie abated, as erected without tbo title required by 
5 & G Vic., o. 1 OC, and as boing injurious to navigation. 
L'o be abated ; not erected in 1862, 

Ditto, 



No appeal. 



Ditto, 

16 Mar. 1864. 
Ditto, . 



17 Mar. 1864, 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 



26 Mar.1864. 

28 Mar.1864, 

29 Mar.1864, 



Appeal, . 
Ditto, 



No appeaL 
Ditto. 



31 Mar. 1864, 
Ditto, 



To bo aliated by consent of Mr. Butler, . 

Ditto, 

To bo abated, as being injurious to navigation, 
and to the public right of fishing. 



2 Apr. 1864,; 
Ditto, 

4 Apr. 1884, 



Ditto, 



Ditto, 

To be abated, as injurious to navigation, . 

To bo abated, as erected without tho titlo required by ! 
& 0 Vic., o. IOC, and injurioustopnblicrightoffislilns 

To be abated, as erected without the title re 
quired by 5 Sc 6 Vic., c. 106. 



Ditto, ■ 

To be abated by consent ; not erected m l 862, 
To be abated, as erected without the titlo re 
quired by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106. 



To be abated, not having been erected in 

Legally erected 

'o be abated, as erected without the ti 
quired by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106. 



To bo abated ; injurious to navigation, . 

To bo abated, as erected without the title 
quired by 5 8c 6 Vic., e. 106. 

Ditto, 

Legally erected 

To be abated, as erected without the title required 
by 5 & C Vic., c. 10G, and not erected in 1 862. 
To'bc abated ; not legally erected in 1862, and 
injurious to tho public right of fishing. 

Ditto, . ., . _ • • 

To bo abated, as erected without the title 



Appeal, . 
Ditto, 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Ditto, 

5 Apr. 1864, 

6 Apr. 1064, 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

7 Apr. 1864, 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Appeal, . 



•tf 



Ditto. 
Appeal, . 
No appeal. 
Appeal, . 
Ditto, 



Ditto, 

11 April, 18641 



:. 106. 



j Ditto, 

I To be abated, 
quired by 5 & 



erected in 1862, 



3 8K?' 



Appeal, . 
No appeal. 



irected without the title : 



. 11 April, 1864| 
!- 1 Ditto, 

. Ditto, 

. 12 April, 1864 



Ditto, 



No appeal. 
Ditto. 
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Sentbackforfurtherin- 
quiryas to partial abate- 
-- — ‘ — See No. 272. 



t back for reconsider- 
ised at fir.t trial, and 



:h the 

two first were sent back | 
wasvirtuallyab 



-See Nos. SGI to20Iia- 



Judgment reversed. 



Sent baok to asdertai 
” oxtont bcyoAd lo 
rmark, pursuant! 



tton. — Soe No. 2fic. 
Judgment affirm’ed. 
Ditto. 



Judgment affirmed. 
Judgment reverted. 



Judgment reversed. 
Ditto. 

Ditto-. 



Judgment reversed.' 

Judgment affirmed. 
Sont back on motion . 
before boaring of appeal 



Judgment affirmed. 
Ditto. 

, Judgment reversed. 



D 2 
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No. 


When. Fixed Not situated. 


| Fixed Net. 


Name of IN r-on 
maintaining anil using 
Fixed Net. 


121. 


Shannon, 


Stake-Net, 


Alicia Wren, . 


127 


Sea off Coast of County Cork 


Bag-Net, 


C. Desmond, . 


120 


Ditto, 


Fly-Net, 


W. Atkinson, . 


12.0 

130 


Ditto, 
Ditto, . 


Ditto, . 
Stako-Net, 


N. T. Foley, . 


132 


Ditto, 

Ditto, 


Fly-Net, 

Bag-Net, 


N. T. Foley, . 
John Walsh, . 


133 


Ditto, 


Ditto, . 


D. Sullivan, . 


134 


Ballycotton Bay. Cauntv Oorl 










Stake-Net, 


U. Power, 


13b 

137 

138 

139 


Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 


Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 


F. Kennedy and others, 
II. T. Donnelly, 

J. Ronayno, 


141 

142 


Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 


Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Head Weir, 


M. B. Ronayne, 
G. Crotty, 

G. Dalton, 


143 


Ditto, 


Stako-Net, 


M. C4. Adams, . 


144 

145 
l4(i 


Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 


Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 


Hon.C. W.M. Smytlic, 
14. M'Swecnoy, 

S. Allen & N.'l'.Foley, 


147 


Ditto, 


Ditto, . 


P. Sliney & J. Harley, 


148 


Ditto, 


Ditto, . 


P. Doolan, 


149 

150 


Ditto, 

Ditto, 


Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 


M. Ronayno, . 
P. Mauslicld, . 


151 

152 


Ditto, 

Ditto, 


Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 


M.White& \V, Murphy, 
M. White, . . 


153 


Ditto, 


Ditto, . 


E. Cotter, 


154 


Ditto, 


Ditto, . 


14. M'Swconoy, 


155 


Ditto 


Ditto, . 


John Neil and W. 


156 


Ditto, .... 


Ditto, . 


Hennessey. 


157 


Ditto, .... 


Ditto, . 


McCarthy. 

J. Fitzgerald, . . 


158 


Ditto, .... 


Ditto, . . 


E. Ilcaly, . . 


159 


Ditt), .... 


Ditto, . 


"William Collins, 


100 

1C1 


Ditto, .... 

Ditto, .... 


Ditto, . 
Head Weir, . 


Maurice ITiekey, 

O. Usslier, . . 


162 


Ditto 




T n;„„ 


164 

165 

166 

167 

168 
16!) 
170 


Ditto, .... 

Bride, 

Ditto 

Ditto, .... 

Ditto 

Ditto, .... 


Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto,. 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 


Sir It. Musgrave, . 

Ditto, 

M. Whelan, . . 

J. Mitgrath, 

P. Walsh, . . C 

J. Connell, . . | 

R. P. Maxwell, . I 


172 

173 

174 

175 

176 


Ditto, .... 
Ditto, .... 
Ditto, .... 
Ditto, .... 
Ditto, .... 
Ardmoro Bay, 


1 )itto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto. . 
Bag-Net, 


T. Hanuigan, . . 1 

J. Harry, 

It. I>. Maxwell, . It 

J. Afnuffaii, . i 

I. I."uhy. . . 

1'. Geary, . . E 


177 

178 
173 


Ditto. . 

Casllcmaine Harbour. . 


Ditto. . 
Stake-Net, 


Ditto. 

f . V, . Dodd & others, T 


lfil 

182 

183 


Ditto, . 

Ditto, . 

Ditto, . 

Ditto 


Ditto. . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 


1. W. Dodd iV others. 14 

4. Do' M-deyn*. It 

dir It. Bluuncrhnssutt. Si 


184 


Bnllinskciligs Bay, 


Bag-Net, . 


V. Ileetor, . . E. 


liiO 


vermare River, . 
ea off Coast of co. Louth, 


Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 


L O'Sullivan, . . E. 

A. Newcomen, . Si 




Ditto, .... 


Ditto, . 


Arthur and Jane Now- Ar 


1 






comen. 



Kami* i'f Owner 

or of I.aml fn which 
Not attached. 



Xuwnland to which 
Not attached. 



e.-lio Wren, . 
amuel Iloddcr, 



Murdock Green, 
Ditto, 

1). L. I,ewis, . 

Huger Davis, . 

M. Longfield, . 

J. Litton, 

Trustees of Mrs. ( 
home. 

Lord Stuart dc Dcci 
Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

IIon.C.W.M.Smythe, 
Ditto, 

Samuel Allen, . 



Lord Stuart de Decies, 



Rev. G. Gmnbloton, 



t'arrigane, 

ltingnhelln. 



•Suminorlield, 

Ditto, 

Olayraslle, 

ICuorkiuloou, 



rimknoclc, 

Ardsallugh, 

Ditto, 

l>ittn, 

Ditto, 

Coolbagh, 

Dromaua, 



Ballynatray, 
Tcmpleinicliael, 
D’Louglitano, . 

Newport, East, 
Bnllyuaclusk, . 



Ahavnllin, 

Traelun, 



Vouifhal, 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 



Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
. Ditto, . 
Allime, . 



J TemplomichaelJ 

Ditto, . 

Ditto, . 
Kinsalcbcg, . 

Tompleniicbael, 



Agllsh, . 
TemplemiohaeiJ 




Scart, 

Glenassy, or C'luonecn. 
Ballypliillip, East, . 
Drum ore, 



Ditto, 



Kilrockan, 
Aglfc.lt, . 



Aglisli, . 
Ditto, . 



ICil waterway, . 

1 .fcmore, 

Ditto, . 

Kil waterway, . 
Lfciiioro, 

Ditto, . 

| Ardmore, 

Ditto, . 

Hal liu voehcr, . I 
Ditto. . ' 

ICillorulin, 

Ditto! . 

Ditto, . 

! Prior, . 
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Legality or Illegality of Fixed Nets erected or used for catching Salmon in Ireland — continued. 



Appendix, 
No. l. 




Whether Judgmor 



i Appealed I 



To lie abated, as injurious to public rights of | 
To be abated, as be 



Iraghticc 



ithin three miles of Car- 



liinalca, 



erected ■without the title 
i Vic., c. 106. 



To be abated, a 
quired by 5 & 
Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Imokilly, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 



juriou3 to navigation, . 

; within three miles of mouth 



To be abated, beit 
of Womauagk I 
Postponed. 

Legally erected, 

To be abated, as 

Ditto, by consent, 
Ditto, ditto. 
Ditto, ditto, 
Ditto, ditto, 
Ditto, ditto, 
Ditto, ditto. 
Ditto, ditto, 



29 June, 1865 
12 Aug. 1864 | 



Ditto, 

Docies-with- 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



injurious 



Ditto. 

Ditto. 



Ditto, 

Decies-with- 

Coshmore & 
Coshbride. 

Ditto, 

I Ditto, 
DecieB-with- 



To be abated i 
Ditto, 

I To be abated, 
quired by 5 
To be abated, 



injurious to navigation, . . j 

s erected without the title re- 
6 Vic., c. 106. 

; injurious to navigation, . 

To be abated by consent of Lord Huntingdon, . 



Coshmore & 
Coshbride. 
Deeies-with- 
in-Drum. 
Ditto, 

Coshmore & 
Coshbride. 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 



injurious to navigation, 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Ditto, 

To be abated by i 
To be abated, as 



: injurious to navigation, . 

| To bo abated, as erected without the title re- 
I quired by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106. 



Appeal, 



Judgment affirmed. 
See 275. 



To be abated so far as it extends beyond low- 
wator-mar k ; legally erected as regards the rest. 
To ho abated, as erected without the title re- 
quired by 5 & 6 Vic. c. 106. 

Ditto, ....... 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Decies-wi th- 
in Drain. 
Coshmore & 
Coshbrido. 
Decies-with- 



Ditto, 

Coshmore & 
Coshbride. 

Ditto, 



injurious t 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Diito, 



Ditto. 

Diito. 



Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 



Ditto, . 

Ditto, 

To lie abated, as eveci 
quired by 5 & 6 Vic. 
‘ Ditto, 



Ditto, _ . 
Decics-with- 
in-Drura. 
Ditto, 
Corkaguiny, 
Ditto, 
Iveragli, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, 



Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

To lie abated ; 

To he abated ; witlti 
River. 

I To S be abated, as erected with' 
j quired by 5 & 6 Vie., c. 100. 



ithdrawn. 



, erected : 



3 miles of mouth of Inny 



Ditto, 

i 26 Aug.1864, 
Ditto, 



Ditto. 
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APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE 

Result of Inquiries Iieltl by the Special Commissioners for Irish Fisheries, into the 



Wlioro Fixed Not attnatod, 



Sea off Const of co. Louth, 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Ditto, 

Son off Coast of 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, .... 
Sea off Coast of co. Londonderry, 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

River Erne, 

Sea off Const of o 
Ditto, 



Bag-Net, 



Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 



Sea off Coast of co. Mavo, 
Ditto, . . 

Ditto, 

Shannon River, 



Bantrv Bay, Glengariffc Har.. 
Ditto, . . 

Ditto, ) 

Bnutry Bay, Adrigolo Harbour) 

Sea off co. Muyo, . 



Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 



Ditto. . 
Stake-Net, 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Bag-Net, 
Ditto, . 



Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Stake-No I 



T. Kirk, . 

Jane S. Ncwcoi 
Ditto, 

E. Jones, 

i\ KirkT. 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Ditto, 

,T. M’Gildowncy. 
A. WQuilkir 
S. AVoodside, 

H. Dickson, 

H. Kelly, 
tt. Stewart, 
Ditto, 



J. M'Keeiian, 
C. M'Kiuiiev, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

B. Shcffry, 

A. Maddison, 
R. Stewart, 



Ditto, 
R. Allen, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 



Dittc 



Alicia Shell, 
William Petrie 
William Little, 



M. Flynn, 
William Little, 
Ditto, 

If. S. O’Brien, 



Ditto, 

J. M'fiihlowney 
J. K. Touant, . 



G. E. Fullerton, 



A. Shuldlinm and 
Hon. Mrs. Campbell. 
Sir H. If. Bruce, 

Rev, S. Montgomery, 

J. S. Nicholson, 

Anno Kean, 

E. M‘Clollnnd, 

J. S. Nicholson, 

U. C. Stewart, 

Sir H. H. Bruce, 



Colonel Knox, . 

Rev. .1. iYPXi, lighten, 
Rev. C. I,. Thomas, 
H. S. O'Brien, 



Ditto, 

William Pike, 



Clogher, . 

Callystowu, 
Ditto, 
Dunanv, . 
Dnihanstow: 
Clogher, . 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Carnlough, 
Townparks, 0 

Redbay, . 

Monoyvcrt, 

Ballycastle, 

Ditto, 

Claropavk, 

Crcgganhoy, 

Ditto, 

Cairick-a-redi 

Portfirnddun, 



Port’moun - h’e 
Mountain. 
Ditto, 

Ardiiiannon, 



Preeliail, . 
Glenagivouey, . 

Mossy Glen. . 
Baliynagaragh, 
Ballyehavry, 
Timimironiigh, . 
Horn fiend, 



Cnlmore, 
Cuhnora Level, 
Lower (.’arnpi ov, 



rletown or Lackn 
Bailinlcua, 
Ballygarry, 



Ditto, . 
Duiimiy, 
Ditto, . 
Clogher, 



Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 

Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 



Ditto, . 



Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 



Diltoj . 



Ditto, . 
Glerulorraott, 



Adrigole, . 
Aehillheg, 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





SPECIAL COMMISSIONERS FOR IRISH FISHERIES. 31 



Legality or Illegality of Fixed Nets erected or used for catching Salmon in Ireland — continued. 




Result of Appeal : 



i Appealed [ 



Fcrrard, 



To be abated, 
quired by 5 < 



s erected -without the title 
6 Vic., c. 1015. 



190 Ditto, 

191 Ditto, 

192 Ditto, 

193 Ditto, 



Ditto, 

27 Aug. 1864, 
Ditto, 

29 Aug. 1864, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



194 Ditto, . 

195 Lr. Dunluce,| 



Legally erected, 



Ditto, 

Antrim, 



199 Ditto, 

200 Ditto, 

201 Ditto, 



To be abated ; injurious to navigati 



abated ; within 3 miles of mouthof Cushen- 



Lr. Glenarm, I 



Glenarm River, 



Judgment reversed. 
I Judgment affirmed. 



Ditto, ditto - , . 

Ditto ; in Estuary of Glenarm River, . | 

Ditto ; within 3 miles of mouths of Cushen- 
dall and Glonarriife Rivers. 

Ditto, . 

Ditto ; within 3 milos of Ballycastle River, 



No appeal. 

| Ditto. 
Ditto. 



Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 



210 Ditto, 

211 Ditto, 

212 Ditto, 

213 Ditto, 



Legally erected, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

To be abated, as erected _ 
quired by 5 & 6 Vii 
j Ditto, 

Legally erected. 

Ditto, 

To be abated; with! 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Judgment affirmed. 
Ditto. 



Estuary of Bush River, 



Ditto, 

31 Ang.1864; 
Ditto, 



Lr. Dunluce, 
Coleraine, . 



Ditto, 

Londonderry, 



225 lnnishowen, 



Donegal, 

Ditto, 

• Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 

I Ditto, 
Londonderry, 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

5 Sept. 1864, 



226 Ditto, 

227 Ditto, 

228 Ditto, 

229 Ditto, 

230 Kilmacreno 

231 Keenaght, 



Sent back • 



appeal. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 



To be abated ; within Estuary of Foyle Rive 
Legally erected, 



232 Ditto, 

233 Tirkoeran, 

234 Ditto, 

235 Ditto, 

236 City&Liberti 

237 Ditto, 

238 Ditto, 

239 Ditto, 

240 Tirkeeran, 

241 Ditto, 

242 Ditto, 

243 Ditto, 

244 Tyrhugli, 

245 Carbury, 

246 Tireragh, 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

To be abated : 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 



See No. 270. 

To be abated, ns erecl 
quired by 5 & 6 Vie. 



Sentbaekii 



247 Tvrawley, . 

249 Ditto’ 

250 Lr. Bunratty 



Judgment reversed. 
Judgment affirmed. 



Abandoned, 

j To be abated, as erected without the title 
quired by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106. 

I Ditto, . ..... 

Postponed for further evidence, 



t I2July,1865, 

Ditto, . 
, Ditto, 
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Appendix 
Irish Fisheries into 



Result of Inquiries held by the Special Commissioners for 



Shannon, 



William Malcolmson and Joseph Rolii: 

U. Beresford, 

Marquis of Waterford, 

W. F. Tighc, . . . . . 

II. Greene 

Maurice Carroll, 

I’. 11. Hunt, .... 

II. B. Coddiugton, .... 

C. W. Osljonie, .... 
«. W. Maunsell, .... 
Duke of Devonshire, 

Ditto, 

D. Hall, ... 

W. Lane, . 

IV. L. Perrier, 

James Butler, ....." 
M. J. Poloy and others, . 

T. Ashworth, . 

A. \V. Blake, . 

M. Morris 

Law Life Assurance Company, 

Mary Anne Little and Andrew Clarke. 
Lord Olanmorris, ... 

Hon. I). Plunket, ’ j 



ck and Clare, 



Woodhouso, . ' . 

Coolnamuck, . . . 

[ Innistioguo, 

Rockview, 

Dysart, .... 
Jerpoint, .... 
Oldhridge, 

Rosnaree, 

Now Grange, . 

Lismore, .... 
Weir above Wellington Bridge, 
Upper Gill Abbey, . 

Hayes’s Weir, 

Sugar-house Weir, . 

Water ville, 

Carrab, .... 



Currano, . 
Carrab, . 

Furboe, . 
Spidila), . 
Balliuabincb, 



i South Wei 
North Wei 



•5° “"‘l Capt. W yudham, 
o, ditto, 

alshe, .... 

i Stacpoole, . 



Doonbeg, 
Dunmore Strand, 



1 )oonbog, . 
Duumoro Strand, 



Sligo, 

Bimdrowes, 

Inver, 

Eske, 

Bush, 

Uathmelton, 

Gweoharra, 

Oweneo, 

Killygordon, 

Ballyshannon, 

Coleraine, 



Captain Martin, 

J. R. Dickson, 
William Sinclair, . 
Lord Arrau, . 

Sir E W. M'Naghten 



Bumlrowcs, 
Eske,’ ! 



Leenano, 

Lnckagh, 

Finn” 0 ' 1 * 



Erne, 

Bann, 

Newport, 



A. O'Donnell, !>art.. 
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No. 1. 



Legality or Illegality of Fixed Nets erected or used for catching Salmon in Ireland — continued. 



Whether Judgment of 



Judgment affirmed. 



No. 2. 

the Legality or Illegality of Fishing Weirs used for catching Salmon in Ireland. 



iot take 



Title good ; but gap to bo opened not less tlian 
So much of the ivuir as lies in Co. Waterford li 
Title good ; spur wall illegal, and removed. G 
Ditto, ditto, C 

Title good ; gap cleared out. Gap 47 feet, . 

title good ; gap cleared out and spur wall remo 

Title good ; gap opened in centre of Weir of 24 
Title good ; gap opened of 110 feet, 

Title good ; gap to be opened of 18 feet, . 

Title good; gap opened 31 J feet, . 

Title good. A Fishing Mill-dam, . 

Ditto, ditto, 

Ditto, ditto. 

Title good i gap to bo opened 1 1 feet 6 inches. 
Legal. Additional weekly close season in lieu 
Title good; gap opened 1(5 feet, 

Legal. Gap 20 feet 7 inches, . . 

Title good ; but gap to be opened of 3 foot. 
Title good ; but gap to be opened of 12 feet, 
Title good ; gap opened 22 feet, 

Legal. Gap, 34 feet 2 inches, . . 

Title good ; gap opened of 29 feet 7 inches, 



4th April, 

4ih April, . 

6th April, 

7tli April, . 

7th April, 

7tli April, 

19th April, . 

1 9th April, . 

27th June, . 
29th June, . 
29th June, . 
29th June, . 

Gth January, 186f 
3rd July, 11185, 
3rd July, 
l»th July, . 
10th July, . 
lOtli July, 
lOtli July, . 
12th July, . 
12th July, . 
12th July, 

12th July, . 
12th July, . 
12th July, . 
12th July, . 
12th July, 

19th May, 18G!t. 
19th May, 1988. 



27 Weir Illegal. Right of way to he arranged with County-Survey; 

28 Title good. Gap to he opened or Weir to be prostrated, 

29 Ditto, ditto, 

3:) Ditto, 

31 Ditto, 



18GG. 

14th November 
IGtli November 
lGth November 
I IGtli Novemboi 
20th November 
23rd November 
23rd Novembc 



32 Fishing Mill-dam, . . • 

33 Legal. Gap opened 6 feet 10 inches, 

: 34 Fishing weir not now in existence, 

35 | Ditto, ditto, 

3l> I Title good ; gap opened 1 3 feet, . 

3?- 1 Ditto. Two gaps opened of G feet ei 
33 j Gap opened feet. Title and legality of i 

39 Illegal. To he removed, . . 

40 Title good. Gap opened 14 feet 6 inch. 

41 Title good. Gap to be opened 20 feet, 

42 Judgment postponed. Gap to he opene 

43 Fishing Mill-dam, 

44 Ditto, . • • ■ • 

' 45 Title good. Gap to he opened 15 feet . 



; of Come 



■23rd November, 
23rd November, 
. 23rd November, 
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County. 


Judgment of Commissioners. 


Date 

Judgment 


llurrishoole, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 


Mayo, 

Ditto, 


To he abated, as erected without the title re- 
quired by 5 & G Vic., e. 106. 

Ditto, 

Legally erected, 


12July,18G5, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, . 


Gualtiere, . 
Ditto, 


Waterford, . 
Ditto, 




No Judgment, 
Ditto, 


\ 

Ditto, . 


Ditto, 


(See 75 to 78 inclusive). Report made to 
Court of second trial. 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 




Ditto, . 


Sbanid, 


Limorick, . 


Report made to Court, 


Ditto, . 


Clondevalaw, 

Lr. Bnnratty 
Carbury, . 


Clare, 

Ditto, 

Sligo, 


Report that outer pocket and leader were below 
low water mark. 

Legally erected 

Legally erected, 


Ditto, 

10 Nov. 1866. 
14 Nov. I860. 


fft 


Ditto, . 
Ditto, 

Londonderry 


Report made to Court, 

Legally erected, 

Report made to the Court, .... 


No Judgment. 
14 Nov. 1866, 
2u Nov. 1868, 




Sligo, . 


Illegal. Within three miles of mouth of Duff 


35 Juno, 1867. 


Decies- with- 
in Drum. 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 


■Waterford, . 

Ditto, 
Ditto, . 


Report made to Court, 

Report made to Court, 


NoJudgmeut. 

Ditto. 

4 Jan. 18C8. 


Shelburne, . 
Innishowen, 


Wexford, . 
Donegal, . 


Report to Court. That it is injurious to navi- 
gation 25th February, 1063. 


No Judgment, 
6 Mar. 1868. 
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Appendix, No. 3 



List of Rivers, the Mouths of which have been defined by the Special Commissioner! 
one hundred and twenty-eight in number. 



Section 22 of 5 & G Vic., c. 106. enacts “That whore the breailth of the mouth or 
‘‘portion of which is frequented by Salmon, is less than half a mile, statute 



“not be lawful for any person whatsoever (save and except the proprftflirofT^^^ il f 2 mU 

“ place ^or erect any stake weir or fixed net within one statute mile, seaward, coastwards, or inwards .... K 'P U ,.P° 



“ side of the mouth or entrance of any such river into the sen." 



n either 



Section 44 of 13 & U Vic., c. 88, enacts “That it shall not ho lawful for any person, save ami exiviit the owner r . 

“fishery within the limits thereof, at any time to shoot, draw, or use any net for takimr Snlmnn -,t tin. i. . 5ev . ci "i 
“ where the breadth of sucli mouth between the hanks thereof shall not exceed a quarter of a licle st-itut.. ,,,..,,.2 nvt '? 
“that it shall not be lawful for any person, stive sneli owner as aforesaid, within such limits V iibrcs-ii It * r ! i ll " d 
“or use any net for taking Salmon within half a mile seaward, or half a mile inwards, or along the eoasUront The Si 






Sectiou3 of 26 &27 Vic., c. 114, enacts “ That no hag net shall he placed or allowed to continue 
“of any river, as such river or estuary has been defined by the Commissioners of Fisheries, 
‘ Commissioners under this Act, or within a distance of less than three statute miles from 



miles from the mouth of any river, as 



District 


Name of River. 


District. 


Naim, nf Kivi-r. 


Dublin, 


Liffey. 

Dodder. 


Ballinakill, 
Bangor, . 


Bollinaboy. 

Wlcnamoy. 


Wexford, . 


Vartry. 

Slauey. 

I Oivcuavarragli or Courtowa. 




Owenduff. 
Burri wools. 


Waterford, 
Lismore, . 
Cork, 


Suir, Nore, and Barrow. 
Ban now. 

Black water. 


Bulliua, 


Newport. 

Owenweo or Belrlaro. 
Buunwuu or Limisbui-'li. 
Husky. 

Moy. 

Cloonnghmore or I’alniorstmvn. 

Balliiigtmi or liallycn.-tlr. 

1 •rumdi.l'. 


Owenncurra or Middleton. 






Owen beg or Carrigaliuc. 




Skibberccu, 


nZ!™? n ‘ 




Ballisodnre. 




Bally sliau non, 








Ballyhadim or Kilrar. 


Bautry, 










Ouvatio or Ballvlickey. 






Kenmare, . 


Moalagh or Duimeiiiark. 

S* 

Kiunoby. 

Blackwator. 


Lettcrkcimy, 


Duff or Bimduff. 

Oiiy. 

Fintragli. 

Buugustcen or I.out brad. 
Cranu or Buncrai a. 




Clou nee. 












Sivilly. 

Owemnarvc. 




Sneem. 




Killarney, . 


Currane. 

Maine! 

Fcrta or Valencia. 
Rosbehy. 




Owcuca. 

Owcntricker. 

Bracky. 

Ray. ‘ 
Tuilagltoheglv. 


Limerick, . 






Clady.^ 




Deol or Askeaton. 

Maine. 

Bunratty. 


Londonderry, . 


Koii. 

Culdaff. 






Ballycastlc, 




Galway, . . 


Clol'anc! 

Corrib. 

SpUtd/m" 

Screab. 

Unllinaliinch. 

Caslila. 


Drogheda, . 


(ileuarili- ( Ifeil B.iv'. 

Dali or t'u 1 

(ilrlidr.li or ( 'ltd. 

Ili'tVii^.r"] ttlrt-V'.VsVP ’ 

Hlyile and Dei- .nr Aimur.o ■ «. 

Castletown or Dundalk. 
I’icdinont. 




Oweneowla. 




Ballinakill, 


Carrqwaisky. 

iiundorragba. 




Dunilnim. _ 




Cullin'. 

Dawros. 




Alillllli.il-;. 

Kiikeel. 




Derrycborraun. 


1 


Causeway Water. 



■t 
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APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE 



o Apphxdit 

Schedule of Licence Dut ies jaynMo in each District 



1. Dublin, . 

2. Wexford, . 

3. Waterford, 

4. Lismore, . 
B. Cork, 

0>. Skibbereen, 
(i s . Bantiy, . 
O s .Keumare, 

7. ICillamey, 



7. ICillamey, 

8. Limerick, 

9. Galway, . 
30 1 . Ballynakill, 
102. Bangor, . 

11. Ballina, . 

12. Sligo, 

13. Buiiyshannon, 

14. Lettorkenny, 
lfi*. Londonderry, 
J 3*. Coleraine, 




1 10 0 ;i (i o 

1 10 0 3 0 0 



1 " " •* OUi 111 

| » 0 3 () o 1 jo 



1 20 0 3 0 0 !• 0 (I i 

0 W 0 3 0 0 1 10 o 

1 JO 0 8 0 0 3 0 0 ] in o 



1 II II 8 0 0 3 0 0 ] 10 (1 

o 13 0 | 3 0 0 1 10 0 0 10 o 




Appendix, ' 

ScHEDULE Of Licence Dutie s received by the Boards of 

Number ami Description of Licences aold in 1800 . I I j H 



Amount JlVrccntngo 




. 2780 101 4141 71S l?oi 




3'lie ostinmlo of tlio average number of 
I role Kota, . . 3 men. 

lbi« Nets, . . 4 do. 

I Ply Nets, . . 4 do. 
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SPECIAL COMMISSIONERS FOR IRISH FISHERIES. 37, 

■No. 5. Appendix. 



on Engines used for Fishing for Salmon, January, 1868. 




No. 6. 

Conservators for the Years 1866 and 1867- 



District. 




Number and Description of Licences sold in 1867. 




1867. 

Per 

centage on 
Poor Law 
Valuation. 


Total 

Amount 

received 

forLioence 

Duties. 


1867. 

No? 

Ployed 




1 


3 

ei 


i 


! 

O 


2 

(5 


|~ a 

ip 


(2 


a 

S’ 


1 


i 


li 


1 


\ 


14. Sweepers. 


1 


1 

3 

o 


1867. 

Amount 

of 

Licence 


Increase 

Amount. 


Decroaso 

in 

Amount. 


Ij 


jjl 

sf 




81 






2b 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


£ a. 

an o 


£ s. d. 


£ a. d 
244 0 


48(1 


£ a. d 


4; a. i 
46 10 




101 


3 


8 


- 




04 






" 


" 






- 


- 




- 




- 


154 0 


- 


154 0 


117 


- 


0 5 


_ 


14 


* 


35 


2! 


373 


18 


8( 


- 


- 


- 


- 








15 


- 


- 


- 


1,092 0 


- 


1,092 0 


2,048 


129 13 


_ 


4t 




4 


30 


4! 


2« 


- 


32 


- 


“ 








- 


- 


- 


- 




- 


450 10 


40 0 0 


499 10 


089 


- 


39 0 0 


_ 


128 


s 


43 




- 


40 




- 


- 




- 


- 


- 


- 




- 


- 


- 


373 10 0 


- 


373 10 0 


721 


__ 


0 10 0 






6' 


27 


- 


- 


13 




- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




33 0 0 


- 


S3 0 0 


105 


2 0 0 


__ 


I! 




G- 






" 


4 


“ 


- 




- 


“ 


- 


- 


- 


- 


" 




- 


29 0 0 


- 


29 0 0 


70 


- 


8 10 0 


_ 


10 


O’ 


43 






8 




- 


- 


1 




- 


- 


- 


" 


7 




- 


04 0 0 


- 


64 0 0 


130 


6 0 0 


_ 






7 


120 




" 


71 




- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 






- 


- 


- 


007 0 0 


- 


807 0 0 


502 


- 


2 0 0 




4 


S 


441 


48 


31 


116 


93 


- 


20 


- 


: 


19 




9 


137 


... 




- 


1,845 0 0 


4 10 0 


1,819 10 0 


2,255 


108 10 0 


_ 


120 




a 


87 










a 




- 


- 


- 


- 


S 


20 




- 


- 


227 0 0 


OS 10 0 


295 10 0 


201 


- 


41 0 0 




47 


lm 


82 




- 


1G 




~ 


1 


- 


- 


- 




- 


- 


" 




- 


82 0 0 


- 


82 0 0 


181 


- 


13 0 0 




8 


nr- 


24 


" 




21 




~ 




" 


- 




- 




- 


" 


- 


- 


87 0 0 


- 


87 0 0 


150 


- 


2 0 0 


4 


_ 


li 


sal 




" 


19 


9 


- 


" 


- 


- 


- 


- 




7 


- 


- 


- 


245 0 0 


- 


215 0 0 


260 


7 0 0 


_ 






13 


20 


" 


- 


20 


- 


- 


~ 


2 


- 


- 


- 


- 






- 


- 


116 0 0 


- 


110 0 0 


171 


10 0 


_ 




10 


18 


84 


8 


- 


32 


- 




8 


- 


- 


4 


- 


3 


28 


- 


- 


- 


200 0 0 


80 0 0 


870 0 0 


303 


30 0 0 


... 


4 „ 




14 


39 


1 




14 


- 


- 


" 


- 


- 


" 




3 


- 


- 


- 


0 


107 0 0 


- 


107 5 0 


132 


- 


GOO 


_ 


T 


101 


118 


7 


- 


35 


- 


- 


2 


3 


- 


3 


- 


" 


" 


- 


" 


- 


801 0 0 


99 0 0 


400 0 0 


370 


14 10 0 


_ 


29 


_ 


16* 


50 


2 


1 


G3 




94 


- 


2 


- 


- 


- 


4 






25 


- 


455 5 0 


78 0 0 


533 5 0 


689 


- 


40 10 0 


_ 


130 


1G 


S3 


- 


- 


7 


- 


" 


- 


12 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


174 0 0 


- 


174 0 0 


123 


10 0 


_ 


4 




17 


141 


13 


2 


00 


" 






1 


- 


- 


i 


3 


03 


" 




- 


2G1 10 0 


- 


261 10 0 


700 


- 


14 15 0 


11 


- 




2845 


160 


335jflU5| 




08 


32 


28 


- 


2oj 






179 


7 


25 


- 


0,947 0 0 


370 0 0 


7,317 0 0 


10,786 


438 13 4 


220 0 0 


291 


450 



men employed is made up as follows 
Stake Nets, . . 4 men. | Gap, Eye, &o. . 

Head weirs, . . 1 man. I Sweepers, 

Box,crib,&c.(every5)Smen. | 
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APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE 




SPECIAL COMMISSIONERS FOR IRISH FISHERIES. 

Appendix, No. 8. 

Applications for By-Laws, Rules, &c., received by Commissioners. 



39 . 



District or Place. 



Letterkenny District, 
Coleraine District, 

Sligo District, 

Galway District, . 
Lismore District, 
Waterford District, 
Coleraine District, 

Cork District, . 
Limerick District, 
Waterford District, 
Wexford District, 

Galway District, . 
Derryinver River, 
Londonderry District, 
Coleraine District, 
Shimna River, co. Down 
Limerick District, 

Cork District, . 
Dublin District, . 

Kenmare District, 

Sligo District, 
Waterford District, 

Skibbereen District, 
Londonderry District, 
Bangor District, . 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Galway District, . 
Waterford District, 
Baltina District, . 
Ballyshannon District, 
Limerick District, 
Fergus River,, 

Shannon River, . 
Drogheda District, 
Waterford District, 

Bantry District, . 
Ballinukill District, 
Bangor District, . 
Ballyshannon District, 
Ditto, 

Ballina District, . 
Wexford District, 

Cork District, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Dublin District, . 
Limerick District, 
Kenmare District, 
Killnrney District, 
Lismore District, . 
Limerick District, 
Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Wexford District, 



Waterford District, 

Lismore District; 
Dublin District, 
Ballyshannon District, 
Ballina District, 
Coleraine District, 

Cork District, 

Ditto, 

Galway District, . 
Killarney District, 
Limerick District, 
Ditto, 

Ballyshannon District, 

Galway District, . 
Lismore District, . 
Londonderry District, 
Dublin District, . 
Limerick District, 
Coleraine District, 
Bangor District, . 
Ballyshannon District, 
Limerick District, 



Nature of Application, 




alter the close season, 
alter the close season for pollen, 
alter close season, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, ....... 

prohibit the use of draft-nets for pollen in Lough Neagh, 
prohibit net-fishing in certain portions of the Baudon River, . 
prohibit net-fishing near mouth of River Cashen, 
prohibit snatching, ..... 

prohibit all net-fishing during salmon close season between 
new bridge of W oxford and bridge of Enniscorthy, 
prohibit snatching. ...... 

remove obstructions, ...... 

inspect dam on Mourne River, ..... 

remove obstructions at mouth of Cutts, 

define mouth, ...... 

define boundaries between tidal and freshwaters of Rivers 
Feale, Geale, and Cashen, ..... 

To form Argideen River into a separate district, . 

To prevent deleterious matter being allowed to flow into River 
Lifi'ey. 

To inquire into the fishing near the mouths of rivers, 

To have new fish-pass on Sligo Weir, 

To build fish-passes on Weirs, 



To prohibit the removal of gravel from spawning-beds, 

To curtail the open season for angling, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

To prohibit all kinds of fishing within twenty yards of Ennis Weir, 
Ditto of Tarmonbarry Weir, 

To survey White Mills Weir, River Dee, for fish-pass, 

To permit the use of small meshed nets in rivers running through 
Bessborougli Demesne, ...... 

To reduce the licence on nets, ..... 

To alter boundaries of district, ..... 

Ditto, ....... 

To permit the use of small meshed nets in Loughhead River, 

To define mouths of Oily and Loughhead Rivers, . 

To define boundaries between tidal and fresh waters. River Moy, 
To alter close season, ...... 

To define boundaries between tidal and fresh waters, River Bandon, 
To survey weirs on rivers for fish-passes, ..... 

To prohibit snatching in district, ..... 

To alter close season. ...... 

To define mouth of Clohane River, Co. Kerry, 

To alter close season, . . - . 

To alter close season, ...... 

To alter close season, ...... 

To remove obstruction in Doonbeg River, .... 

To prohibit net fishing near Killaloe, .... 

To alter fish-pass at Ennis, ...... 

To permit the use of small meshed nets in Lough Derravaxragh, 
Co. Westmeath, ...... 

To permit the use of small meshed nets in rivers running through 
Lord Fitzwilliam’s property, Co. Wicklow, . . 

To prohibit net fishing in fresh waters of River Nore, 

To prohibit net fishing within certain distance of Lurrega Mill 
Weir, River lien, ...... 

To cause fish-pass to bo built by the owner on St. Mullins’ Mill 



Wei 



To build fish- pass on Fermoy Weir, . . . . 

To prohibit removal of gravel in Lifi’ey, .... 
To alter the close, season, ..... 

Ditto in Enskcy River, .... 

To increase licence on pollen trammel nets to £ 1 , and draft nets 
for pollen to £1 10s. 

To build passes on BalUncolllg and water works weirs. 

To alter close season, . . . . . . 

To define mouth of Crumlin River, . . . 

To allow reduction of width between bars in Waterville Weir, . 
To alter the close season, ...... 

To define mouth of Feolianagh River, . . • . 

To define mouth of Marvaugh River, and reduce meshes of nets 
used therein. 

To change season, . 

To survey Glandullane Weir, 

To change season, . 

To define mouth of Vartry River, 

To prohibit shooting offish, 

To change boundaries of district, 

To sanction building of pass on Newport Mill Weir, 

To change season for rivers on north side of Donegal Eay, 

To define mouth of Loughill River, 



Inquiry held. 

Ditto. 

Granted for Sligo River. 

Inquiry held. 

Ditto. 

Granted. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Consideration postponed. 

By-law in course of publication. 

Not in power of Commissioners. 
By-law made. 

Obstructions removed. 

Inspected. 

Removed. 

Moutli defined. 

Waiting inspection. 
Requirements of Act not com- 
plied with by applicants. 
Inquiry held; Conservators to 
attend to it. 

Inquiry hcld.ntid measures token. 
Money not provided. 

Survey made, hut money not 
provided. 

Pass built. 

Not granted. 

By-law granted for portion of 
district. 

By-law granted for River Owen- 

Not in power of Commissioners. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

By-law made. 

Ditto. 

Pass built. 

By-law made. 

Granted. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Not granted. 

Mouths defined. 

Order made. 

Inquiry held. 

Order made. 

Surveys made. 

By-laws made. 

Inquiry held. 

Mouth defined. 

Inquiry held. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Removed. 

Not granted. 

Fish-pass altered. 

Inquiry held. 



To be inspected. 

Inquiry held. 

Inquiry to beheld. 

Granted. (Draft nets since pro- 
hibited. 

Contracts accepted ; works in 
progress. 

Inquiry held. 

Moutli defined. 

Not granted. 

Inquiry held. 

Moutli defined. 

Inquiry held ; application to re- 
duce mesh withdrawn. 

Granted. 

Money not provided. 

Inquiry held. 

Mouth defined. 

By-law made. 

Terms of Act not complied w'uh. 
Sanctioned, and plan given. 
Inquiry held. 

I Inquiry to be held. 
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APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE 



Appendix No. 8. 

Applcations for By-Laws, Rules, &c., received by Commissioners continued 

District or Place. 



Galway District, . 
Bullion District, . 
Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Sligo District, 
Skibbereem District, 
Bully cnstlc District, 
Ditto, 

Limoriclc District, 
Droglieda District, 
Sligo District, 

Limerick District, 
Bangor District, . 
Newport liiver, . 
Cork District, 



Nature of Application. 



To prohibit netting between Gaol and Rogulatimr Weir in River 
lo increase licence on draft and drift nets. 

To shorten season for angling, . 
lo reduce size of mush of nuts, 

To prohibit uncling with worms, . 

To extend angling season to 10th November, ’ 

* o reduce rod licences to 10s., 

To alter close season, ..." 

I o prohibit all netting in River Mnigue above Ferry Bridge, 
lo alter close season, . . . / ° ' 

T °Itiver ibit th ° “ 10<lL ’ C ’ f fisI ' ins l lracl ' SL 'd iii estuary of Dr’umcliiT 
To alter the season for eel fishing, 

To prohibit the removal of yvavd f„,„, tlio Gkmmoy 111,™ 
lo reduce size of meshes of nets, . . . ’ 

lo prohibit netting in River Lee in pool below Wellington Bridge 



Not granted. 

Not in power of f'ommi-. 
Ditto. 

ihidor consideration. 
Not granted. 



Not ii 



ted. 



Granted. 



Waiting further inquiry. 
Inquiry to be held. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Refused at present. 



Appendix, No. 9. 

By-Laws, Orders, &c., made by the Commissioners. 



District or Place affected by 
By-Law, &c. 



Maine, 

Launc, . 

Suir, 

Noro, 

Barrow, . 
Shannon, 
Fergus, . 
LifFey, . 
Maigue, . 

Lee, 

Bandon, . 
Curragli, 

Inch, 

Slnney, . 
Boyne, 

Dublin District, 



Limerick District, 
Ditto, , 
Cork District, . 
Ditto, 

Killamey District, 
Galway District, 



Waterford District, 



OwendufF or Bnllycroy and 
Owenmore and Munhim 
Rivers. 



Lotigb Neagh, . 
Drogheda District, 



Nature of By-Law, Order, { 



Limerick District, 



Defi Ditto b ° UndilrieS b ° tWeen tidal and fresh waters, 

Ditto" . • • . . 

Ditto, . • • - . 

Ditto, . . 

Ditto, . 

Ditto, . 

Ditto, 

Ditto, . 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, . 

PreWbillns 11,0 0,0 of Craft net, of ,, K ,re.a't or InMU thui 
SSJSSVf “l'n ff“ ° f ."" Hirer LKToy situated be- 
tu een the Island Bridge weir and a line drawn due north 
from the 1 oolbeg Lighthouse. 

Hslli ".S l>y any means whatsoever within twenty 
yai ds of tlie weir wall ot Turmonbarry, on River Shannon 

Do witlnn twenty yards of weir wall at Kinds on Ri er 
l'ergus. ' “ lu 

Prohibiting the use of otter, lyster, sirokehaul, drew-draw 
fcc ' ’ 1,1 an y tidal waters within district. 

1 ai.v kinf Tr l i'T e ’i 01 ' ntt(, mi>H"K to snatch salmon with 
n V m °? ,,8 ) , '! ,ook * covered in part or in whole with 
■ .Ti "’ atlel . or tln "Si or uncovered, 
l-oluiutmg tlic use of the otter, lyster, spear, strokeliaul, 
&C., in any tidal waters in district. ’ 

or .t.0,,,,,11,,, — Imaii i„ 

m f i 01 'T'-'h iv, iter in ili.triot with miy kitul of H,h- 

tS, - to •** . 

I Ditto, 

P ri!c ib hed of h B J e n nVfll ° f S”,!? 1 nr sancl from any part of 
1 u-W l,f th ® ?' ven ntoro River, in the comity Mayo, 
"heie the spawning of salmon or trout mav take nl-ioi. 

Permuting the use of nets having meshes of'oro fnrl , fl I 
knot to knot for the capture of fish wiUdn tl.e waters™ 1 

hu “ s “ 

Permitting the i use of nets with mesiies of one and ono-lmlf 
;''ts S lT . 1 ‘;V nt t0 kn , ot " «> >»ucl» of these riv,^ 2 

** •» «* («copt lnmliii- 
luZr to angling with rod and line) in anv 
drawn f m do, \? ,Ter “ tributaries, above a line 

SffiSBbS.* poi " t “ ,h » SS 



20th July, 1805. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

16th .March, ISM. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

!>th April, 1804. 
Ditto. 

12th August, 1804. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

I9tli January, 1803. 
Ditto. 

1st February, 1800. 
Ditto. 

March, 1868. 

1 9th January, 1805. 



5th June, 1865. 
26th Juno, 1835. 
31st May, 1805. 

1st June, 1 s(>3. 

8lh February, 1805. 
3rd March, 1803. 



-Otli August, l 

20th May, | so; 



10th February, 1800. 

4th December, 18’ o. 



28th February, 1 807. 
30th October, 1807. 
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SPECIAL COMMISSIONERS FOR IRISH FISHERIES. 



Appendix, No. 10. 



AB8TE4CT of Br-Lura, Oedees, in force, relating to tire Salmon Fisheries. 



Placo affected by 
By-Law, 
and Data thorcof. 



Prohibiting the catching, or attempting to catch, 
nahnan with any Net of greater length than 



- River Slanoy, Co. 
Wexford, 

(25th March, 1854, 
audllh March, 1 862.) 



the Island Bridge Weir and a line drawn due 
N orth from Poolbeg Lighthouse. 

Prohibiting, daring the Close Season for Salmon, 
the use of Nets of any kind whatsoever, bo- 
> ‘ween Forrycarrig Bridge and the Town of 
) Lnniscorthy. 

Prohibiting, during tho Open Season for Salmon, 
the use of Nets with meshes of less size than 
one and three-quarter inches from knot to knot, 
between Ferrycarrig Bridge and the Town of 
Enniscorthy. 

• Permitting the use of Nets for tho capture of 
Fish with Meslios of one inch from knot to 
knot (to be measured along the side of the 
square, or four inches to he measured all round 
each such Mesh, such measurements being 
taken in the clear, when the Net is wet,) 
within the Waters in, and Rivers running 
through tho Demesne of Bessliorough, iu the 
County of Kilkenny : Provided that no Net 
having a less Mesh than one inch and three- 
quarters from knot to knot, shall bo used in tho 
said Rivers during the Months of April, May, 
and June. 

Prohibiting the catching or attempting to catch 
Salmon or Trout in any Tidal Water in the 
Cork District with a Spear, Lyster, Otter, 
Strokeliaul, Dree Draw, or Gaff, except when 
the latter instrument may be used solely as 
auxiliary to angling with Rod and Line, or for 
the purpose of removing Fish from any legal 
Weir or Box by tlieOwneror Occupier thereof. 

Prohibiting the snatching or attempting to 
snatch Salmon or Trout in any Tidal or Fresh 
Water in the Cork District with any kind of 
Fish-hook, covered in part or in whole with 
any matter or thing, or uncovered, 
e Prohibiting, during tho Close Season for Salmon, 
tho use of Draft Nets, or any other Net or 
) Nets used as a Draft Net, having a foot- rope 
and loads or weights affixed thereto, within tho 
following limits, viz. : — in that part of the River 
Lee, situate between Patrick’s Bridge, in the 
City of Cork, and a lino drawn across the said 
River Lee, from Blackrock Castle, on the 
south, to tho Wostorn extremity of the Town- 
land of Dunkettlo, on the North. 

Prohibiting the use of Nets of any kind whatso- 
ever in the tidal part of the river known as the 
Argideeu River, in the County of Cork, situa- 
ted between the junction of the Owenkeagh or 
Blind River with the said Argideen River and 
the Bridge of Timoleaguc, all in the Barony of 



Rivers Shannon and Prohibiting the Shooting of Fish in that part of 
, „ r7 , Kiver Shannon between Portnmna Bridge and 
(oth June, 1807.) Shannon Bridge, and also in River Maigue. 

River Shannon . Prohibiting the Fishing for Salmon or Trout by 
(oth May, 1866.) any means whatsoever, within a space of 
Twenty Yards from the Weir Wall of Tar- 
monbarry, on the River Shannon. 

Lough Ree, River Permitting the use of Nets in Lough Ree, having 

Shannon, a mesh of five inches in the round measured 

(27th August, 1858.) when the Net is wet. 

River Fergus, . Prohibiting the Fishing for Salmon or Trout by 
any means whatsoever, within a space of 
Twenty Yards from the Weir Wail of Ennis 
on the River Fergus. 

a7th Oct g 7f)64 V P n’‘ ibi E in f th0 T? f Draft Nets between Ferry 
(.mil uct., j U04.J Drawbridge and the old Bridge of A dare. 1 

P S“»S ft' °> .a«npll»g to o.M,. 

(8th Feb., I860.) Salmon m any tidal water with a Spear, 
Lyster, Otter, Strokebaul, Drew-draw, or 
Gaff, except when the latter instrument "may 
be used solely as auxiliary to angling with 
rod and line, or for the purpose of removing 
fish from any legal Weir or Box by tho owner 
or occupier thereof. 

P J r , ohibitin & during the Salmon Close Season, 
(2,th Oct., 1858.) tho use of Draft °Nets having a foot-ropo and 
leads or weights affixed thereto, in the Estnaiy 
of Castlemaine inside the Bar of Inch. 

Lough Neagh, . Permitting Pollen to be taken by Trammel or 
(22nd April, 1846, Set Nets composed of Thread or Yarn of a fine 
and24thFeb., 1860.) texture, not less than ten hanks to the pound 
weight, doubled and twisted with a mesh of not 
less than one inch from knot to knot, from 
the 1st of March to the 29th September. 



Galway River, Lough Prohibiting the use of tho Instrument, commonly 
Corrib, &c„ called Strokehaul or Snatch, or any other such 

(24th July, 1846.) instrument, in River Galway, Loughs Corrib 



Salmon in any Tidal or Fresh Water in the 
Galway District with any kind of Fish-hook, 
covered in part or in whole with any matter or 
thing, or uncovered. 



Bandon River. . Prohibiting for three vears the use of Nets (ex- 
(4th Dec., 1866.) cept landing Nets A auxiliary to angling with 
rod and lino) in any part of the Bandon River 
or its tributaries, above a line drawn from the 

and Kilmacsimon, to a point on the opposite 
shore in tho townland of Ahern. 

River Shannon, . Prohibiting Net Fishing in that part of tho River 
(5th Feb., 1856.) Shannon between Wellesley Bridge and the 
Railway Bridge, between 1st June and 12th 
February. 

River Shannon . First.— Prohibiting, between the 20th day of 

C22nd Nov.. 1862.) July and 1st day of November in each year, 
the use of Dralt Nets, or any other Net or 
Jfets used as a Draft Net, having a foot-rope 
and leads or weights affixed thereto, within the 
following limits, viz.: — in that part of the River 
Shannon situate between the Fishing Weir 
known as the Lax Weir, and a line drawn due 
North and South across the said River Shan- 
non at the Western extremity of Graiguelsland. 

Second. — Prohibiting Draft Nets for tho cap- 
ture of Fish of any kind, of a mesh less than 
^ one and threo-quarter inches fr om knot to knot, 

to be measured along the side of the square, or 
seven inches to be measured all round each 
such mesh, such measurements being taken in 
the clear when the Net is wet, in the tidal 
parts of the River Shannon, or in the tidal 
parts of any of the Rivers flowing into the said 
River Shannon. 



Clare and C!are-Gal- 
way or Turlough- 
more Rivers, Co. 
Galway, 

(22nd Deo., 1862.) 

Owenmore River, 
Co. Mayo, 

(5th May, 1866.) 

Owenduff or Baliy- 
croy, Owenmore 
and Munhim Ri- 



Prohibiting the use of Nets of any kind whatso- 
ever in any part of the Rivers known as the 
Clare and the Clare-Gahvay or Turloughmore 
Rivers, in the County of Galway, above the 
junction of tho said Rivers with Lough Corrib, 
in tho County of Galway. 

Prohibiting the removal of gravel or sand from 
any part of tho bed of the Owenmore River, in 
the County of Mayo, where tho spawning of 



any part of tho bed of the Owenmore River, in 
the County of Mayo, where tho spawning of 
Salmon or Trout may take place. 

. Permitting the use of Nets with Meshes of one 

- and a-half inches from knot to knot (to be 
measured along the side of the square, or six 
inches to he measured all round each such 

) Mesh, snob measurements being taken in the 
clear, when the Net is wet.) within so much 
of the said Rivers Owenduff or Ballycroy, 
Owenmore and Munhim, as lies above the 
mouth as defined, during so much of the 
Months of June, July, and August, as do now 
or at any time may form part of the Open 
Season for the capture of Salmon or Trout, 
■with Nets, in the said Rivers. 

, Prohibiting the use of Nets for the capture of 
Fish of any kind, with meshes of less than one 
inch from knot to knot, (to he measured along 
the side of tho square, or four inches to he 
measured ail round eaoli such mesh, such mea- 
surements beingtakeu in theclear when the Net 
is wet,) on that part of the coast of tho County 
of Donegal inside, or to the North-east and 
North of lines drawn from Rossan Point to 
Teelin Head, and from Teelin Head to Carri- 
gan Head, and from Carrigan Head to Muck- 
ross Point, all in the Barony of Bannagh, and 
County of Donegal. 
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2. Wexford, 
8, Waterford, 



8. Cork, , 
G'. Skibbereon, 



G*. Bantry, , 
0 s . Kenmore, 
7. Killarney, . 



General state of the Salmon 
anil Inland 
Fisheries of Ireland. 



Tolerably good. Not im- 
proved aa regards tlio take, 
owing to long drought. 



satisfactory. The 



I Les3 prodnetivo. 
Bess productive 



at be well calculated 



Fisheries arc in a good state, 
and it lias been a fair 
age year. 



Good. Hitch itnprov 

Fair. Not so good 
year. 

1 general decrease i: 
tity. No prospect 
provemont. 



Very good indeed. 



10.' Ballyna- 
kill. 

10* Bangor, . 



11. BalliM, 



12. Sligo, 

13. Baliyshan 



Not very encouraging. There 
have been no improvements 
during past year. 

Inland good. No improve- 
ment since last year. 



Very bad, and no prospect of 
immediate improvement. 
Take of fish much less than 
last year. 



of the 
known in this'iSs! 
Better. 



Less productive. 



Appendix, 

Abstiiact of Statements from Clerks of Boards of Conservators 



Yes. Fishing with 
drift nets since 
the removal of, 
stake nets. 



A good deal mo 
productive. 
Much less. 



Less productive. No 
improvement in 
Lough Corrib, but 
BaUiiiahinch fish- 
ery greatly im- 
proved. 






I Wln-lli. t Sainton |mr- i 

Average price i ll ' r , l ' M l " lt ui'Si, I Tint amount of 
of Salmon , | ii» , '.«'‘»l|.>;1"i li-'U ' 1 loti etion ilurinB Clou, 
ul.taineil liy tin, | V '' "'if *" I"“- 'in-oli oT IHliT, u 

psasaa sss 



Is. I ' 1 j (ii'iiiTulIy for liouu- 



Not good. No improvement, 



| Not good. A great decrease 
since Inst season ; and pros- 
pect not good. 

Sot so good as former years. 
No improvement since last 
year, and prospect not good. 



'• London- A considerable supply of 1 1 
derry. breeding fisb, but no 1 1 
numerous as last. 



Oughterard 
greatly im- 
proved, and 



18*. Coleraine, 
10. Bally castle,! 



Unfavourable. Have not 
had so unproductive a sea- 
son for many years. 



quite so pro- None, 
tive. 

Muchlcssproductive. None. 



Oil per lb. 
GJd. per lb. 



Generally for him 
supply. 

Ye* ; the propi.i-tin 



Nearly all for expor- 



Abimt tiic seme. 
Aland tlic same. 






Is. Gil p 

Oil per lb. | All. 



Oil per lb. 
0U. per lb. 



Nearly all. 
Nearly all. 



Tl:e same. 
Much the 



Oil. to 4s. per j 
:o Is. per I 



Two-thirds for 
portntion, one -thin! I 
for home supply. 



17. Drogheda, Not near so productive as Much les». 
1SGG; but there arg hopes 
of improvement, from many 
causes. 



Chiefly to England. 
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Ho. 11. 



aa to the State of the Salmon and Inland Fisheries* 





Whether the 

££& 
Rivors has been 

S pr“"d°ngT'ln n 


1 


SS!” 

otherwise, jn U87, 


^ Suggestions 


Number of 
Water Bailiffs 


Number employ 
od by private 
individuals. 


For what length of 


Bate of Wages paid by 
the Conservators. 




long drought 
S,last year. 


Flshingforsal- 

preteneo oi 
fishing for 
other flail is 


Yes. The tide- 
way of the Lif- 
fey in time of 
drought. 


An increase on the amount of 
seine net Tfleenoo Duty is 
advisable in future legisla- 


10. 


2. 


8 for the whole 
year, and 5 dot- 
ing close season. 


Permanent water-bailiffs 12s, 
per week. . 






Iuoreased. 


No. 


s™. 


15. 


No&e. 


10 during close, 
and 6 during 


Bailiffs, 7s. to 8s. per week; 
Inspector, 12s. Sd.per week. 




Greater. 


— 


No. 


- 


Over 100. 


None. 




Varies. 






Poaching 
has not in- 
poachers 

and in many 
eases have 
assaulted 
bailiffs. 




That rod-fishing begins too 
early and continues too long, 
and not-flshing continues 
too late; and the duty on 
single rods should be equal- 
ized by Act of Parliament; 
and the millers, at their own 
expense, should he com- 
• compelled to put a grating 
at head of mill-race and end 
of tail-race. 














Diminished. 


No. 


That n small mesh net should 
be allowed for a portion of 


4. 




All the year. 


8*. per week to 1 ; 2s. Od. to 8 




Much greater. 


Diminished. 


No. 


None. 


8. 


2. 


All the year. 


4s. 6 d. per week to 2 ; £3 per 




Huch loss. 


Diminished. 


No. 


To close Ashing season for 


IT. 


13. 


All the year. 


From £2 to £6 per annum. 




Less. 


Diminished. 






78. 


10. 


From 3 to 12 


From £2 10s. to £10 per 




Rather, greater. 


Diminished. 


No. 


That passes on navigation 
weirs in Shannon should be 
improved. 




■■ 


126 during close 
season, and 67 
during open.. 


Nine at 5 s. per week each for 
entire year; the remainder 
reoeive from 7s. to £1 each. 
Eight of the permanent’ 
bailiffs receive 10 s. per 




Fully equal to 


Diminished. 


Only iu one lo- 

nllowcd to flow 
into Ballina- 
hiuch river. 






Same as last 
year. 


Some by the year, 
but greater num- 
ber for about 
three months 
during the spawn- 
ing season. 

1 all the year — 


From £2 to £30. 




The same. 


Increased. 

Increased. 


No. 

No. 


Hon.. 


80. 




tlie rest for the 
Some for (i, and 
months. 


From 15s. to IS s. per week. 




Considerably 


Greater in 
open season, 
and much 


No. 


Refers to suggestions made in 
throe preceding annual re- 


88. 


Over 250. 


During close sea- 


Varies from £1 Ss. to £5. 




A good supply. 


Muchthosamc. 


No. 


None. 


80. 




For close season. 


From £2 10s. to £8. 




L.„. 


Diminished. 


Considerable in- 
jury by flax- 


None. 


804. 


None. 


For whole year. 


From £1 to £6. 




In upper waters 
less, butin lower 
waters greater. 


Diminished. 


Eess injured by 
flax water, ow- 
ing to the 
floods. 


None 


Between 60 


About 12. 


All the year. 


From 10s. to £3. 




Not so many in 
some oi the 
breediugrivers. 


Offences have 
decreased, 
but convic- 
tions have 
rather in- 


Except by flax 






10. 


From October to 
March. 


From £2 to £12 for the sea 
son; some from 7s. to 10s. 
per week. 




Considerably 

greater. 


Considerably 

diminished. 


Very little. 


None. 


49. 


8. 


Whole yoar. 


£5 to £30. 




Much the same, 
be ascertained. 


Very little 
change. 


Much injured by 
flax water. 


That there is little doubt that 
the decrease in last season 
was in consequence of the 
overstocking of breeding 
rivers, and the consequent 
increase of belts and river 
trout, the taking of the lat- 
ter by nets being now pro 


24 in spawn- 
ing season. 


None. 


12 permanent, and 
12 in spawning 
season. 


Permanent. £19 to £25 per 
12s. per week. ° m *' *° 






much in the 
steeping.' 


Byfiax-ateeping 


None. 






7 during last year; 
6 from 1st Oct., 


Head bailiff, £4 6s. 8 d. per 
month ; il under bailiffs, £1 
per month ; 1 under bailiff, 
£1 10 s. per month. 



F 2 
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Om-riircCATEs granted by tile Special Coimissioneks for Iitisir Fis 



2 Ditto, Antrim, 

3 Ditto, 

4 Kemm.ro River, . 

5 Sea off oo. Antrim, 

8 Ditto, .... 

7 Ditto, . . . ' 

!• Ditto, 

!> Ditto, . ‘ 

10 Ditto, . 

11 Diito, 

12 Ditto, . 

13 Ditto, .... 

14 Ditto, 

15 Ditto, . . . [ I 

16 Ballycotton Bay, . 

17 River Shannon, 

IS Sea off co. Louth, . 

10 Barrow, otherwise Ruir, Note ‘ 
and Barrow conjoined. ’ I 



. A. Cr. Fullerton, . 
Ditto, 

K. B. Hiirfopp, 

Thomas Black, 

Ditto, 

Sir K. MaiiNiightoa, 
Thumar. Black" . 
Karl of Antrim, 

'iliomns Black, 

Di tto, 

Ditto, 

Sir Alan E. Bellingham, 

•X. 0. Anderson, 

Ditto, 

John Litton, . 

William B. Barrington, 
John !•’. Jones, 



• Ikillintor, 

• 

• Kil. n-Iian,. 

• I D'lnluce, 



1 River Erno, . 
River Shannon, 

River Bnnratty, 
Ringabolln Bay, 
Sea off eo. Sligo, 



1 Sea off co. Donegal 
Doonmoro Strand, 



. Thomas Rtmlilurt, . 

. Samuel Hoihlor, 

Ormshy Jones, 

John Neil ar.d Win. Hen 
Laily i’almerftou and lion 

t Teorgo°Y oulig, . 

. Joliu Scott, 



Appendix, No. 13. 

FlaHm ° WE mS ,md FlSHm ° Y directions of the Commission. 



Carra, . 
Shannon, 
Corrib, . 
Spiddal, 
Bnllinaliinch, 

Moy, . 



Coojnamuck. 

Innistiogue. 

Iiockview. 

Jerpoint. 

Dysnrt. 

Wood house. 

1 11 like of Devonsliiro’s, 
North Fishery, 
j South Fishery. 

i l.ax. 

Galway. 

Spirilla’!. 

Ballinahinch. 

Ballina. 



Appendix, No. 14 . 

Salmon convoyed by II. eland Gmat Warn, Railway for Year 1887. 

F ™. ... Totis. 



Galway to Dublin, 
Sligo „ 

Westport ., 

At henry, „ 

Bailysodare, „ 

Ballina, „ 

Castlebar, 



10 2 20 

10 1 Hi 
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Carey, . 

Ditto, . 
raokiUy, . 

lummy, . 

"■ i l: . 

lirkeoran, 



Bunratty, 

Kiutmleo, 

Carbuiry, 



Ibrickane, 
Ditto, . 



Stake-Net, 
Ditto, . 



Stake-Net, 
Bag-Net, . 



Jet, 138 yards— first pole from shore, 12 yards 
last do., 150 yards. 



Leader, 72 yards; 
Leader, 50 yawls; 
Leader, 210 feet 



r, 150 fee 
r, 240 fee 
- -r, 288 fee 

Leader, 330 fee. , „„ 

South side, G27 feet ; east side 
south side, 3} feet; open a) 
Not, SIC feet; head, 63 feet. 

Ditto, ditto. 

271 feet. 

Weir, 



feet; first p 
uxea point on shore. 

tying, 225 feet ; channel wing, 94 feet ; sp; 
sen shore wing and rock, 45 feet. 

In-pole of Shore Loader to outer pole of same 1 
feet ; out-polo of do. to do. of EbhLeader,82fe. 
out-pole of chambers ofnet cliannelwards, 17 fe 
l-pole of Shore Leader to outer pole of same, 1 
leet ; out-pole of do. to do. of Flood Leador, 1 1 a 
”2 °fe'et ° f cbaaibers of net channel wards, 

In-pole of Shore Leader to outer pole of same, 262 
Lan^ara^lO ^ cfdc-todc-ofNloodLeaderjlfififeet. 

Wing, 42 yards; ebb wing, 44 yards. 

138 feet ; 1 8 feet eye. 

Leader, 240 feet; length of net, 22 feet. 

Leader, 110 yards; length of net, 20 yards. 



Limerick, 



Garrick, 



Euuis, 

Ciistleconnell, 



No. of 
116 



Appendix, No. 14 — continued. 
Waterford and Limerick Railway. 



Larryhano net. 

Curran net. 

Duncan nel 
— tbiadden ne 
Skerry-van net. 

ittle Duncan i 
. artneen net. 
Flagstaff net. 



Buttermilk Castle -w 



The Shell Rock net. 



53 

183 

267 

598 



Tons. Cwts. Qrs. 

12 10 1 



1 15 1 14' 

5 15 1 22 



l 7 0 13 

0 10 3 14 



Remarks. 

Via Watorford and Milford, to London. 
Via Waterford to Birmingham. 

To Dublin. Shannon fishery Company. 

,, Other shippers. 

To Waterford. 

To Waterford. Bate, £1 per ton. 

To Dublin. Special rate. 
m° | a ^. in S ton - Rate, £6 10s. per ton. 
To Dublin. 

To Waterford. 

To Dublin. 

To London. 

To Fiddown. Bate, Is. per cwt. 

To Carrick. 

To Kilsheelan. 

To Cion mol. 

To Cabir. 

To Tipperary. 

To Bansha. 



Total, 246 11 2 15 



Return of tlie Weight of Salmon conveyed over Great Southern and Western Railway 
for the Year ending 31st December, 1867. 

Total weight, 132 tons. 

Bate for Conveyance of Salmon between Cork and Dublin by Passenger train : 

Packages np to 21 lbs., ordinary parcel rates. 

„ from 22 to 56 lbs., . . 2s. 0 d. each. 

„ „ 57 to 84 „ . . 2s. G<?. „ 

„ „ 85 to 112 „ . . 3s. Otf. „ 

Quantities above 1 cwt., . . 3s. (id. per cwt. 

By Goods Train, between same stations — 50s. per ton — 3s. per cwt. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



46 



APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE 



Appendix, 
Nos. 16 & 17. 



.Appendix, No. 14 — continued. 
Dublin and Drogheda Railway. 

16 tons at 2s. 6 d, j.or cwt. 



Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford Railway. 

12 tons 10 cwt. 2 qrs. 171b. at 5d. per ton per mile. 



Irish North Western Railway. 



Quantity conveyed for Year ending 31st December, 1867—65 tons 19 cwt. 3 qrs. 
fir 8 °- C ‘V rrLl S e — Dfry to Dublin, 60s. per ton ; Derry to London, via Dublin, 95s. per ton • 

Deny tc> Birmingham and Manchester, 60s. per ton ; Ballysbannou to Duu.lalk, 30s. per ton • Straiiorlar to 
Dublin, via X ortadown, 2Cs. 3d. per ton ; Straiiorlar to Dublin, via Enniskillen, 28s. 4 d ’per ton 



Appendix, No. 15. 

Rivers, tlio Tidal and Fresh Water Boundaries of which have been defined. 





Boundary. 


Date. 


Suir, . 
Note, . 
Harrow, 
Shannon, 

Idffey ’ 

il'r ue ’: 

Bandon, 

Carragh, 

Mot, . 
Inch, 
Slaney, . 




Theh l niX"uTBri4r r ** “ d 0pp0Sit ° to tbo most partof the Coolnamuck Woir, 

tS — si h «•* • 

1 ho Bridge across river immediately outside and seaward of the Adaro Demesne, 
r he \\ oir or l)am at the \\ ater Works of Cork, known as the Water Works Weir, . . 

I ho Budge at Imiosliannon, known as tlio Innoshanuon Bridge, ... 

The Carragh Bridge, being the Bridge immediately seaward of tiie Salmon Woir, .' ! 

The shallow at the hea<l of tlio Pool, commonly called the Cot Pool, . . . . 

A towiifands'lff^SolcUoT^n^BMWfiimaiic 11 ^ 68 " Uh '** at th ® ' ,0Un<kry botween 

lCnniscottliy Bridge 

Canal Lock at Oldbridge . 


Kith March, 11164. 

Kith March, 3864. 

Kith March, 186-1. 

9th April, 186-1. 

8th April, 1864. 

1 —t-li August, 1864. 

12th August, 1864. 
12th August, 1864. 
lilth January, 1865. 

26th July, 1865. 

both July, ]R6a. 

26th July, 1865. 

1st 1'Vhriiarv, 1866. 
1st February, 1866. 



Appendix, No. 16. 

List of Mm. Wims, Obstkcctioxs, surveyed for Kali Passes, and of Fish Passes bijut. 



Shannon, 

Nenagh, 



Maigue, 
Feruus, 
Spiddul, 
Suir, . 



Name of Wei 



. i Clarianna. 

. i Grange. 

. Biverstown. 

. Oahorass. 

. Bullyartella. 

. Ballyclough (Pass built). 
. Annacotty. 

. Abiugton. 

. C'rooni. 

. | Ennis (Pass built). 

. I Spiddal S'ali (Pass built). 

. ; Caliir. 

, Clonmel. 

. j Poultrealagli. 

, Altavilla. 

I Fermoy (Pass built). 



! Hen, 



1 . 

| Middleton, 

I Blackwater, 
Dee, 

Er.l:e, 

Oily, 

Newport, 

.Moume, 



Lurregn (Pass built). 
Balliiicnllig (in progress). 
Dill Abbey. 

'Vatcv Works (in progress). 



i.i (Pass lmilt). 
k. ar tie (Pass built). 

(Pass built), 
tc Mills, 
lliight. 

Milltown. 

Miltown Cloth. 

Oily. 

Newport (in progress). 
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Appendix No. 17. Appendix. 

List of Stone Weirs in Ireland used for Salmon Fishing, with their Breadth, and the size of the 
Queen’s Gap or share maintained therein respectively. 



Fishery District. 



Bnllinnkill, 

Bangor, 



Londonderry, 

Waterford, 



Lismore, . 
Cork, . 



Limerick, 
Galway, . 



Bundorragha, 
Ass or iirrivo, 
Owenmore, 



Sligo, 

River Erne, 
Bnndrowes, 



Buncrana, 



Owenmore o 
River. 
Spiddal, . 



Goulamore, 



Oldbridge, 
Rosnaree, 
Nowgrange, 
Rathmeltou, 
Lackagk, . 

Killygordon, 

Buncrana, 

Innistioguo, 

Rockview, 

DjSf’ • 

G'Gxaixucx, 

Woodhouse, 
Lismore Weir 



The w 



r above Wel- 



lington Bridge. 

' The Upper Gill Ab- 
bey Weir.” 

“ The Sugar House 
Weir.” 

Cam, 

Watcrville, 



lal Salmon Weir, 
The Furhough Salmon 



, GO 0 No 
, 429 0 No 



284 0 



No gap, 






176 0 
55 0 
315 0 



378 0 
114 0 
160 0 



840 0 
205 10 



passing of 
0 . 1 14 . 



Nogapl 
No gap, 

No gap, 
No gap, 
No gap, 
No gap, 



8°P. 



No gap, 
No gap, 



Gap to be opened 15 foot 10 inches. 



A lishing mill-dam. Plan of pass prepared. 
Gap opened 6 feet 10 inches. 

Not used. 

Ditto. 

A fishing mill-dam. Pass, 30 foot inhreadth, 

Gap opened 12 feet A inches. 

Gap opened 24 feet. 

Gap opened 30 feet. 

Gap to he opened 18 feet. 

Two Gaps opened of 6 feet each. 

Open and not used. Gap to ho 20 feet. 

Gap opened 14.1 feet. 

Do. ordered to'bc 20 feet. 

Gap opened 18 feet. 

Gap, 60 feet. * 

Do. 78 feet. 

Do. 66 feet. 

Do. 47 feet. 

Do. 47 feet. 

Do. 6 feet. 

Gap opened 31 feet 6 inches. 

A fishing mill-dam. Not fished. 



Gap to be opened 11 feet 5 inches. 

Gap opened 16 feet. 

Extension of weekly close season from noon 
on Friday to noon on Monday ordered 
instead of gap, stream being uader 40 
feet— 26 & 27 Vic., c. 114, s. 11. 



Ditto, 12 feet 
Ditto, 3 feet. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




